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it OR, '4I 
TRUTH PLEADINGY 
As well the Necekiity;as the Lawfulneſs Y 


'<« 


of this preſent VVar;forthe ſuppreſ- 
ſing of that Burchitly brood of Cavaliering 


Incendiaries, who are now hammering 
ENGLAND, tomakean 
IRELAND OF IT: 


WHEREIN 


All the materiall objeftions againſt the law- 
fulneſs of this undertaking ,are fally cleered and anſwered, 


AND 


ALL MEN THAT EITHER LOVE 


God, Themſelves, or Good men, Exhorted to 
Contribute all manner of aſſiſtance hereunto. 


CR . 


By Jo: GooDwlN. 


L— 


F Benet afraidof them : Remember the great Lord and fearefull, and i 
fight for your Brethren, your Sons, and your D aughters, your Wives and. > . 
your Houſes, Nehem, 4. 14. 


Ml that take the Sword, ſpall perifs with the Sword. Mar, 26.52, Þ 
DerRex Leyji, quod Lex Regj, .5. Imperium ac poreſtarem. & 


--___ Artis Shopin Popes-Head-Alley, # /ov2J uo nh 
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ANTICAV ALIERISME, 


OR, 
Pleading as well the Lawtfulneſle, as the 
Necelvity of this preſent VVar. 


HAT which ſome in the Goſpell ſpake in great 
amazement, by way of glorifying God, upotrocca- 
ſion of an unexpeAed breaking out of his goodneſle 
and power, in a miraculous cure, 7t was never ſcene 
after ſuch a faſhion ( Mar.2.12,) may now be uctered 
KS d 29? by the Inhabitants of this Kingdome,with aſtoniſh- 
__ NY z ment, to the everlaſting ſhame an] infamy of men z 

S XI» BY upon occaſion of the late breaking out of that fire of 
peand cruclry, which yer burneth in che midſt of the bowels of it, and 
ens to conſume the very foundations thereof, except it be ſeaſonably 
menched by a gracious raine from on High. Andas all that ſaw that in» 

mane burc!:ering and quartering out into pieces of the Zevites wite by her 
neEhusband, cryed our, 2nd ſaid, Th:re was ng ſuch thing done or ſeen, fonce 
[the time that the Children of Iſ7 al cams: up out of the Land of. /£ gypt, wntill, 
F chat day, Judg.19.30, So doubtleſſe whoſoever ſhall conſider what bloody, 
and horrid incendments and attempts againſt this Nation, have. paſſed the 
hearts and hands of ſome of her own Children, may truly ſay, There hath, 


a— 
- 


- no ſuchthing been done or ſeen in the Land, fince God firſt cauſed mento. - ” aha bs 


 dvdlontheface of ir, 
; . A 


Anti- Cavaleriſme. 
ME ne Dn ndeet. 


wit 1 abitants of : fl a:5.and 
ſtigmaricall and infamous perſons in all 
cherly Generation, commonly knowne by the name of Cavaliers 7. Have 
they notthorough ſome black art or other gounten-the chicfe treaſure of the 
Land, the King, into their poſſeſſion, ſerting him (till in the Front of all cheir 
deſperate deſignes ; which are theſe, and their fellowes: 1. To pull thoſe 
Stars out of the Firmament of the Land, ta diſſolve and ruine that Aſſem- 
bly, which is by interpreration,or repreſencation (which you will)the whole 
Nation, 2. When they have ang | this doore of hope unto themlelves, to 
curn the Lawes, and preſent frame of Government upſide downe. 3. To 
make havock and Jefolation, to roote out the Generation of the Saints ruſh 
and branch, men and. women, young and old fearing God, our of the 
Land. 4. Fo make rapine and ſpoile of al the gco9s and poſſeſſions, at 
leaſt of all choſe that wicthſtand-them, and are not brechren in'iniquity with 
them, 5. To build up the Walls of Zericho, to put Laciſer againe into hea- 
ven, I meane,to advance the tyrannicall Thrones of the Hierarchie to their 
former heighth, or higher, if they know how, 6, By therr authority and 
' powerto excommunicate and caſt out all the pure and precious Ordinan- 
ces of God our of his Houſe, and co ſupply this defet with Amichriſtzan, 
and ſpurious inſtitutions, 7, To ſpread that Veile, or covering of Anttcþri- 
tian Harkneſſe again over the face of the Land, which God by a moſt gra- 
cious hand of providence had rent and taken off many yeares ſince ; to lea- 
venthe whole Jump ofthe Land, the ſecond time, with the ſoure leayen of 
Romiſh error and ſuperſticion. 8. And laſtly, as is much to be feared, when 
they have ſerved their. curnes with, and upon the King, and uſed himas an 
Engine ro.get all che ſtones together for their building, then to make rub- 
bidge of him, as if they had honoured him ſufficiently, to cauſe ſuch ſacred 
defignes as theſe to paſſe thorough his hands, and made him inſtrumental], 
or any wayes acceſſory in ſuch Angelicall atchievements, Doe we thinke 
char the light ofthe knowledge of God Thines in tae hearts and conſciences 
of theſe men © Have theſe men the minde- of Chriſt amongſt them 2 Doe 
they know who is the Lord 7 Or dee they not thinke rather, that Ba!, or 
Belial is he 7 Have all the workers of iniquity (faith D avid) no knowledge, 
thar rhey eat up my people as they cat bread 7 Pſal.14.4. i.e, That they in- 
Jare, vax, and conkinis them with no more remorſe, regret, or touch of 
conſcience, 


Anti-Cavalteriſme. 
conſcience, then they eat and drinke to preſerve their nacurail lives : avif 
ſuch men as thele, the people of God, were made for the ſame end and-pur- 
poſe ro themm, that bread is, viz. to be eaten 
Have they no knowledge (ſaith the Prophet) that they dare atrempt fuch @ 
thing as this 7.Implying (as icſhould ſeeme) thar to vex, moleſt, perſecute, 
and deſtroy the people of God, argues the moſt profound ignorance, and 
thickeſt darkneſle in che mindes and underſtandings of men, that cat hkely: 
be found there ; and that the weakeſt impreſſions. or glimmerings of any 
true light of knowledge, would keep men from daſhing; their foor: againſt 
this tone howſoever, If men had but as much knowledge of God, as'Pi- 
lates wite had in a dreame, they would rake beed of having any thing co:doe 
withjuſt men. And cheſe things(faith ourSaviour ra hisDilciples.c 
thoſe that ſhould kill thery, and thinke they did'God ſervice therein) thele 
things (faith he ) they ſhall doe unto you, becauſe they have not known the 
Father, nor me, John 16. 3, If men bad the leaſt degree of the 'true know- 
ledge of God in Chriſt, they muſt needs have ſome knowledge of his .Peo« 
ple and Children alſo : and if they know theſe, this knowledge weuld be as 
a hooke in their Noſe, or a bridle incheir Lips, eo keep them from falling 
foule upon them, «s the knowledge of Chriſt the Lord of glory, would have 
kept the Princes ofthis world from crucifying him, had it been in them, 
And ſince weare fallen upon the mention of thoſe men who are ready in 
a poſture of hatred, and malice, and revenge, with other preparations an- 
ſwerable hereunto, co fall upon us, and our lives and liberties, both ſpiri 
all and civill, upon our eſtaces, our Goſpell and Religion, and all that is, or 
ought to be deare and precious unto'us'; and in our miſeries and ruines, £0 
render our poſterities more miſerable then we, and have advanced their de. 


ſigne this way to that maturity and-heighth, which we all know and tremble = 


£0 think of : Give me leave in that which temaines, to excite: and ſtir you 
up, from the greaceſt to the leaſt, both young and old, rich and poore, men 
and women, to quit your ſclves like men, yea, and - icbe poſſible) above 
the line of men, in this great exigency and ſtrefſe of maminent -danger that 
hangs over your heads, and threatens you every houre. Ohletit be as abo- 
mination.unto us, as the yery ſhadow of death, co'evety man,; woman, and: 
child of us,nortto be ative,notto lic out and Rraine our ſelves ro the tirmeſt 
of our ſtrength.and power in every kinde, as far as the Law of God and na- 
cure will. ſuffer us, ro reſiſt that high hand. of iniquity and blaod that is 
ſtretched our againſt.us'; $0 make our lives;- andovr liberties; and our Re< 
ligion. good againſt that accurſed Generation that naw magnifieth them 
ſelves,.co make a prey and {poyle of them, to'make havock | and deſolation 
ofchemall at once, if the Lord ſhall yer-pleaſe-to deliver us ar + 

We” A 2 | s. 


up and devouret by them. - 


3 


Ande-Cavakerifme. 


deare unto us in this behalfe, ro expoſe them, be ix urgo the 
ro prevent the certaine end moſt unqueſtionable raine of 
Let us reſolve to pur all inco the hands of God, w 


man of us, neither young 


Mea that have ftrength 


en ang women that have only 


and 


eſtares, 


knew not thair right 


Jon-4 12: . pe Propher Fonah. And fronld not jpare Nimwveh, &c. — and 


your eſtares, your 
men, ſer them all ro work fortheir own ma Nev af TVat 
if you know bow to. create more” ftrength thei you have, orth 


RS 


hands, Lec not our Lives, our Liberties, our-Eftares, be at all precious or 
teſt danger, 
m otherwiſe : 
prevent the falling of all, 
or any thing, into the hands of thele men; There is neither man nor wo- 
nos old, but hath formewhar or other, more or 
Jeſſe, a Mice or gwo at leaſt wo caſt inco the T'realury of the Publike fafery, 
of body far the War, and fingers that know how to. 
4erthem co the Battel), and not feare ro look the 'enemy in the face. 
Purſes and Eftares, let them turne them in- 
to men and ſwordsforthe Bartel}, Men that have heads, but want armes 
apd hands for onownrd execution, lerthele Rudy and comrive methods and 
ings: Head-worke is every whit gs neceſſary in ſuch a time 
as hand-work is. They that have neither hands,nor heads,nor 
them finde hearts ro keep the Mountain of God,to pray the ene- 
mies downe, and the Armies of the Lord up : Let them finde ronguesto- 

wher up.the courage and reſolutions of others; This is a ſervice whereit 

women alſo. may qujr themſelves ike men, whoſe prayers commonly are as 
maſculine, and doe as great and fevere execution, as the prayers of men, 

As for liecle Children that know northe right hand from the left, and fo are 
uncapable of exhcrravion, or putting-on this way, by their weakneſfe and 
"mogency (innocency I meane, as 'concerning the enemies, and giving 

them chelcalt cauſe or colour of their bloody ivtendments, as likewiſe in 

reſpect of the crying ſins, and horrid provecations of other men) they doe 

every whit.as much towards the furtherance of the ſervice, as men dove by 

Fe their Arength, by their wiſdome, by their eſtates, or otherwiſe ; as we ſee in 
+ the caſwot Gods ſparing Niniveh The fixſcore- thouſand Children-thar 
hand: from the left, were the great interceſſors, and 
ehiefe mediatorsin the behalfe of the Ciry with him. Yea, - the bruit beaſts 
'themlelyes, clic Cauell, their caſe and condition working upon the good- 
neffe and graciouineite of God, were contributors toe in their nature to- 
wardshis ſervice: Asisto he ſcen mn the laft clauſe of the place tited from 
alſs much 
Carell, Therefore now I beſeech you that are capable of the great evils and 
dangers that threaten you, and are even at your doore, be nor you wanting 
and backward in any thing that is in-your hand to doe, if ir be poſſible, and 
as far as in-you lyerh, redeeme your lives with your lives, your eſtares with 
ipion with your Rn out 'of rhe hands of thoſe 
enanee ate preſervarion: Yea, 


improve 


your 


Anti-Cavaherijme. 
your (elves ſeventy times feven fold above the proporti 
Lacabllicies, 1 befeech you doe ir ; arlealt be 
the Corinthians witneſſe they were, in a' caſe toc; | 
that you are able, char ſo you may be ſarero give out | 
ako your abiliry, the more freely, 

Give me leave to fer an edge upon you, to quicken and e You, 
ro ſtrengrhen yourhand to the worke, by the render only of 41 a mouryg,or 
conſiderations unto you. 

1, Conſider that the cauſe, wherein you are defired atid'exhorted to ap- 
peare, and to engage your ſetves ro the urmoſt, ie like unto the Law of God 
x (cife inchoſe exeellenc qualifications of ig , it is juft, ant holy, ad good: 
there is nothing in it chat ſhould make you ; aſhamed eirher, belors 6 

Ei 
your 


,uſtly-judging men, rrothing that needs make you render, or hole 
7 ior cence, You oy re ſtand up in the defence of your LN Gy 
Libercies, your Eſtates, your Houſes, your Wives, your Childrer 
Brethren, and that not ofthis Nation only, but of thoſe two other 
likewiſe utijzed under tho-dame government with this, hg, | 
thoſe Religions and cm bam nyi char 
Parliament, whoſe you ſtand h« by your| 
Vow and Prcteftetion uo wipe a flesmany bd of conſcience oj er- 
wiſe) ro defend and maintaine wi power, and eſtates. Yea, im 
defence of his Majeſties royall pon, be whetrs Tod | elhrog all wh ich a 
now in entinent danger to {uffer by' thar accurſed retitiue 6f | 
that are gathered abour him, as Ivie about an Oake, which never | [A to 
ever es, , till ir be torne off from ir. This, men that have their eyes 
ans 6.1 eah) iy ſee and diſcerne ; th others make a mock and 4 ſeorr: 
of luch an — a$ ridiculous: Bur {q did Zves fons in Sodo me, the 
faying of tis unto chem, 7hat rhe Lard wouli deſffroy the platt and C 
they Wires Gep.1 9:14. which yer was a arm ruch': 
further, ranma + on) Proteſts 
ligi r"the —_— —— our. Ordinan 

which ought ro be'of very deare 
Ce rateraions great SD Ge 
ſericies that are yet unborne, Here i is nothing 
nifeſt Law of God, and the- common 
and allowerh in all men, bur even le 
fech- them unto. Now Bowl d ni 


Anti-Cavalieriſme. 
' hand of meanes and endeayours they are able to lift up 5 When there is s 
cauſe that hack tbe_image and. cription of. God upon it; ſo full and 
i it NOF putty it ould want Orators to plead it, that ic 
4 to the ground, and none be found to take it up *- 
en if there were any occaſion co make..a ſt:znd in matter of .conſci- 
wy if there were any thing doubrfull in the cauſe recommended to you, a- 
ny thing to deraine your judgements and conſciences.in {uſpence, whether 
it were lawfull for you or no, to appeare in it, there, were juſt cauſe co ſpare 
and to forbeare yo, at leaſt for a time, till you ſhould'be fully ſatisfied, Bur 
,now-the righreoulneſſe hereof being as cleare as the light,-or as the Sunne-ac 
noone day, why tarry you © why are you not up. in your mighc before this, 
to maintaine irco the utrerm 
Yea, bur ſay the Rabhies and great Diſputers that ſtand by your enemies 
: a?  Qreohen Nei hand-rhat they can not depart fromtheir wickedneſſe, 
that cover, bux ic is with the oqurring of the fleſh, and of the (pirit of the 
world, not with the covering of the Spiric of the Lord : Icis not lawfull 
hr theſe myo ) for you to. oppoſe them, nor to contend any wayes by 
Fry AC uET by oppoling them, you reſiſt the King the Lords 
Let 22 Ky'ny nt be = As 18? ſubmitted unto, If 
| ie or lanyet yet you ought to oppoſe him, ( or 
rather thar apa diſpoſirion of his againſt you) onely with prayers and 
_— and Tapplicagians unto God for him; and with petitorie and humble 
addreſm foi himſelfe, but co, make no outward reſiſtance ac all. 
To | this anſwer, 
1. By way of. conceſſion, thar the King is.co be obeyed,.and that by the 
expreſſe.commandement of God. Swhmit your ſelves ro every Ordinance of 
man for the Lords ſake, whether it be unto the King, . as ſupreme, or: unto Go- 
vernors, 44 wato IM that ere fem by him for the punuſhment.of evil doers, 
oc. I ' Pex. oak 3. Here is ſubmiſſion ro the King as in expreſſecermes, 
go pechd.nok the, here, required, refiftthe Ordinance 
Toy (as the Apo hy ipeakes, Rows. 13.) and by ſuch reſiſtance 
ſally Nee: to TS Las a. Out repentance). xp judgement, or 
: Sen e or puniſh them for this reſiſtance. 
LEY kb wiſh and deſire chat the ſad diſtra. 
Lobo. the two oppoſing parties in the land, 
ni ons i tA nchantbr and be iſſued and: cnded upon this poine-: 
« pliry that makes mſi conſcqper of keeping 


that commandement. of 


Anti-Cavaleripme. F 
wwo things I deſire may be taken notice of from this Seripture where ſub- | 
miſſion to Kings is commanded; Firſt,thata King or Kingly Govezameacr, 
is «rOpenſen x79; an ordinance of man, or an humane creation (as the Origi- 
nall. properly fignifieth) which yer we know js no./ leſſe generally chens imm- 
pudencly, and in the face of exprelle Scriprure to the: concraty,,denyed- by | 
the Divinity and learning of che malignam faction, who by: ſwelling the 
Prerogative of Kings to a monſtrous and moſtunnaturallproporucn; /as if 
they had a miade to make it crack before they had done;have.confulred all 
maner of miſeries and calamicies co the world, as wel}io Kings themſelves, 
as to their People, Submit to every Ordinance of man({airh Peter )for the Lards 
[ake, whether it be unto the King, Cc. "Therefore he ſuppoſeth the King or 
Kingly Government to be the Ordiaance, oxcreation, or ereacure of man, 
And it is evidenc that ſo he is; for there were Kings over the Heathen Nati- 
ons, With the forme of whoſe government God did no. wayes: int 
by way of any command or appointment concerning it, long before there 

was any King over * Iirae], Nor was it the order or co of God,thar *><* _ 
there ſhould be any King over [ſrae}, bur he-was highly offended wiahithe + 36 
People for deliring.it. 1s it not. now Wheat harudft 2 (ſanb Sem! roche 

People) 1 will caſt upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſend thunder; and raint,: tharyou: 

may perceive and ſee, haw that your Wickeaneſſe is hich ye have done in 

the /ight of the Lord in acking you a King, And he condeſcended in a 

paſſ;ve way, that they ſhould have a King as they deſired, yet as hexells: 

them þy the Prophet Hoſea, He gave them 4 King in his wtath,and bid them- 

in effet rake him at their perils, if they would needs have him, he ſhould 

deale bur hardly by them. He would take their ſons and daughters, and make. 

them [crvile ro hims, as you have it, 1 Sem. $. 11, Ic is crue, in this ſenſe a 

King, or Kingly power and .government may be ſaid to be from God. 

1, In a generall or indefinite conſideration, as it is a government;..nat fim- / 
ply,or-in itſelfe unlawful! : For ic is the will and appoinement of God, that 

there ſhould be ſome government or other in every 'ſociery of mer, yer Z 
not any government neither, not any that is unjuſt, ,. or ty- * a 
rannicall : And in this ſenſe all formes of government that are lawfull and » 
juſt, whether they be ſimple,as the three commonly known by the names of - 
Monarchy, Ariftocracy, Demacracy ; -or whether they be'mixc,: having / 
ſomewhat of two, or all of theſe ſimples -in.them, 'are <qually and indiffe- - 

rently from God : not any one of ther. decerminately, or with exchufion'' 

of the reſt, For ſuppoſe all Nations and Societies of men in the world, from 

the foundations thereof untill now, ſhould have ſer up and excreiſed only - 

one and the ſame form of government amongſt theta, as iz, That which 

we call Ariſtacrazicall (ike that in the Low-countries, by ſome-choſen- 


amongſt 


a - 


_ God, I Irmngy viz. becauſe oils eſtabliſhed 


Anti-Cavalieriſme. 
amongſt them, whom they call Scares) ſo thar nencher the Monarchical], or 
Kingly governmear, nor yerthe Democraticaſi,nor any other government 
yes. © 2." v au ennf tha ic-che'world untill chis day, we muft noc 
Jy ares an worli had herem finned, in nor ufing any other, no nor yer | 
a. p0rn Ordinance of God. Becauſe iis no ordinance or appoint- 

that any particular Nation or ſociery of men, ſhould have ci- 
hevhipavtieg ſpeciall forme of governmem amongſt chem, bur only thac 
they ſhould have ſome kinde of - government which ts juſt and lawfdll, 
Therefore Kingly Government is no Ordinance of God in this ſenſe, viz. 
as impoſed upon any Nation or People by way of ducy or precepr co uſe 
and ſer up w:.rxa- og Bur being ſerup in any people, it is warranted, 
and countenanced by God as lawfull,and obedience & {ubjetion ftreighily 
joyned thereunto. ' And therefore the Apoſtles expreſſion, Row, 13. 1. is 


eni 
abies rey this way. Let every ole be jet unto rhe higher 
there 1s no power ( 5, no juſt and law epinly PF go vernment) bxx 
& from —=_ the powers that are,ere ordained(or rather ordered 7rneywhau) 
The powers that are : Why doth (e ſay the powers that are, are 
ordained, or ordered by God 2 ' Doubtlefſe:ro ſhew, that there are ſome 
or formes of government, atFx fignaco, (as the Schoo}-men ſpeak) 
thar is, in reſpe& of cheir ſpecies or kinde, E hich are not in atts exercits, 
attually exerciſcd or raker'up, nor need they beraken up by any State or 
Peoplein theworld, Bur for thoſe thatare, .;. that are de fatto liſhed, 
and ſec up by any People among themſelves, (ſpeaking only of thoſe thac 
are lawfull ). theſe ({aick he) are ordained, or racher ordered by God : 
#, 5 God by inſtin& and work of providence (q) inclines thehearrs 
of ſeveral} Nations, ſome to imbrace and fall upon one,and ſome upon ano- 
ther, ſome upon thar which i is Monarchicall, or Kingly, others upon thar 
which is , fome upon char which is Democrarticall, $c. and 
withall commands, tharthat which every Nation or People chooſeth for 'c 
{eife, ſhould be obeyed and fubmirred unto by thoſe that have choſen ir,arid 
wy non ſo longas it-comnueth- : For the time is comming, when 
downe altrule, and all authority, and power. And this is 
wherein Kings or Kingly Government may be ſaid ro be from 


and ſer up, he had a ſpeeiall hand in ordering and guiding the hearrs of the 
Proplere chooſe it, before others, and withall comiiants ix ro be obeyed, 
as a Government thart is Jawfull and authorized by him, nor as commanded 


- and enioynedby him. - 


' Thus you haverhe firſt thing made pline to you, which was obſerved. 
from the place in Peter, which was, that Kingly power or authority is 
direaly 
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direQly and properly the crextion or ordiaance of man, though there bee 
chas in i alſo, which in a ſenſe may give it the denomindtion\ of an. Oxdi. 
nance of God; viz. 1. As warranted or coumenanced by him, 2. Av order. 
ed and caken up by thoſe Nations, who have ſubjeted themſelyes unto it, 
by che ſpeciall diſpoſal] and work of his providence. 

The ſecond thing I deſire you would take notice of from che fame Scri- 
prure, isthis,that ſubordinate Authority, and inferiour Magiſtracy and pow- 
cr is as much the Ordinance of God, as Soveraignty and ſupreame Ancho- 
rity it (alfe 19 : and thac God by one and the ſame command, requires us to 
ſubmit our (elves co inferwour Magiſtrates or Governours, as well as hee 
doth to Kings themlelves. Reade the paſſage againe. Therefore [ub your 
ſelves to all manner of Ordinances of man, wheth-r,c5-c. So thar iris a fin of rhe 
ſame n:ture, and renders a man obnoxious to the ſame danger or diſplea« 
fare from God,to be found in diſobedience to ſubordinate Rujers under the 
King, as to the King himſelfe. Bur this for anſwer ro the Objettion in the 
firſt pm by way of conceſſion or grant, 1 hat the King doubtleſle isro be 
obeyed. | 

Bur ſecondly by way of exception I anſwer farther, that though the Ki 
be to be obeyed and ſubmicced unto, yer this obedience was never waders, 
by Cod to be univerſall, bur with limitatarion, #2. In fuck commands 
wherein a mans obedienceto the King ſhould nor be found diſobedience 
againſt God : for in theſe caſes, That ofthe Apoſtles Petey and Folwro the 
Rulers, Elders, and chicfe Prieſts, muſtrake place, As 4. 19. Whethey it / 
be right in the ſight of God to obey you, rather then God, Fudge yee, The debt of 
obedience co God muſt alwayes be paid, whoſoever looſeth by the hand: 
Though the cruth is, that there is no creature, King nor other, that can 
loſe any thing due to him, by any mans obedience unto God, The Apo 
ſtles were ſo confident of the righteoufneſle of their cauſe in diſobeying 
their Rulers in that, wherein they obeyed God, that they feared not to make 
their Adverſaries themſelves their Judges therein : Fudge yer, If a King 
ſhould command me nor ts pray for the generall good, or peacs of. the 
Church or Stare where I live, or to forbeare the doing of any. thing, which 
I conceive I am bound in conſcience unto God to doe: for the publique 
good, I am nor in this cafe any whit more bound co obey the Kings com- 
mand, then the Apoſtle Peter and Fohn were to obey the command of the 
Rulers and Elders who charged them to give over preaching the Goſpell, 
or then Shadrack, Mecſfbach, and Abednego were, to worſhip the Golden 
Image, becauſe Nebnchadnezzar commanded it. This limitation is plainly 
enough expreſſed in that very Scripture, wherein we heard obedience wo 
Kings commanded, 1 Pez. 2, 13. —_— your ſelves (faith the Apoſtle) ro 
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every Ordinance of man, for the Lords ſake. If we ought to ſubmit for the 
Lords ſake : 5; Either for that love we beare co him, or out of conſcience of 
that obedience which we owe umo him, we ought not to ſubmit in-any thing 
whereby God may be diſhonoured or diſobeyed. Ir is ſenſeleſſe ro thinke, 
that any thing can, or ought to be done for the Lords ſake, which cannot be 
done bur to his diſhonour, or (which is the ſame )with diſobedience to him. 


- Yea; bur it will till be objetted, chough'ic be true, that Kings are not to: 


be obeyed in any of choſe commands that are unlawfull, in an active way,we 
are not alwayes to doe what they would have us doe, nor to ceaſe or for- 


beare the doing, of what they would have us forbeare ; yer are they even in. 


ſuch. caſes to: be obeyed paſſively : Men arero ſuffer patiently any puniſh- 
ment they deſire ro inflit upon them, - for refuſing any ſuch obedience ; or 
however, they are nor forcibly to reſiſt, 

To theſe things likewiſe Lanſwer : 1, Thatthe unlawfull command of a 
King, may poſſibly be ofthar nature and condition, that a Subje& cannoc 
diſobey is, but by a ſtrong.hand, and raking up of Armes, though nor pro- 
pry ordire&ly againſt the King, yer againſt the command of a King. In 
nch a caſe, diſobedience to Kings by a | Pam hand, and with forcible re- 
ſiſtance, is not only lawfull, but even matter of duty and obedience unto 
God, Foriinftance, A Chriſtian hath ſolemnly vowed and proteſted before 
God, to-defend the lives of his godly and faithfull Governours to the ut- 
moſt-of his.power : or whether he hath made ſuch a Vow and Proteſtation 
or-no, it 1s not much materiall in chis reſpe&t, becauſe he ſtands bound in 
conſcience otherwiſe, and by the Law of God, ro doe it, Now ſuppole ſuch 
a man cannot performe this Vow, or doe that which is his duty to do other- 
wiſe thereip, but by a ſtrong hand, and taking up Armes ; In this caſe, ifa 
King commands ſuch a man not to take up-Armes in relation to ſuch a de- 
fence, it is evident that this unlawfull command of a King cannot be diſo- 
beyed, but by taking up Armes againſt it, There are many other caſes of 
the ſame conſideration and rule with this. 

2. I a{wer further, Thac it is one thing to offer violence tothe perſon of 
a King, or Ruler, or to attempt the taking away of his life; another to ſe. 
cure mans own life, or the life of another, whom we know to be innocent, 
and much more the publike ſafery, by ſtrengthening a mans ſelfe ro with- 
ſtand the violent execution of any unjuſt command from a King, by thoſe 
that have no right or lawfu]l auchoricy 2 all,to doe any ſuch execution apor. 
us.' As for offering violence to the perſon of a King, or atcempring totoke 
away his life, we leave the proofe of the |awfulneſle of this,»to thoſe pro- 
wound diſputers the Jeſuirs, who' ſtand ingaged by the renour of their pro- 
tiled DoQrine and praiſe, eicher to make good the tawfolneſſe thereof, or. 
elſe 
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elſe ro leave themſelves and their Religion, an abhorring and hiſſing unto 
the world, As for us who never travelled with any deſires or thou; ts that 
way, but abhor both mother and daughter, doArine and*praviſe together, 
we conceive it to be a juſt Prerogarive ofthe Perſons of Kings in' what caſe 
ſoever,to be ſecure from the violence of men; and their lives to be as con- 
ſecrated Corne, meet to be reaped and gathered only by the hand of God 
himſelfe. D avids conſcience ſmore htm, when he came bur (0 neare th: life 
of a King, as the catting off of the lap of his garment, pans, EA 

Buc as concerning a forcible withſtanding, or reſiſtance makitig, againſt 
a violent execution of any unjuſt command from a King, atrerpred by 
thoſe that have no rightfull or lawfull aurhority co do ſuch execution either 
upon us or others, yea thoagh the King himſelfe'be at hand to ſecond his in- 
trumencs in the execution ot ſuch commands, we have ſufficient warranc 
for the lawfulneſſe hereof in the Scriprures themſelves, When Ahab ſent a 
Cavaliere ( you may call him) a man of blood; to take away the Propher 
Elſha' 5 head, as he fate in his houſe amongſt the Elders, 2 King.6.32. did 
Eliſha ſer open his doore for him, and fir till rill he rook off his head, in 
obedience to the King 2 No, he beſtirred himſelfe for the ſafeguard of his 
life, and called upon others to ſtand by him, and aſſiſt him againſt that our- 
rage and violence intended againſt him : yea and this without any brand or 
blemiſh of any rebellion or diſobedience to the King; yea though he ſpake 
ſomewhat roundly and freely of the King himſclfe, See yee not ({aith he to 
the Elders that were with him) how thws ſon of 4 murtherer (meaning no beg- 
gars, no leſſe then Ahab himſelf, the King) hath ſent to take away mine bak of 
T ake heed when the Meſſenger commeth, and ſhut the doore, and handle him 


So when Sul the King would needs have had Jonathax pur to death, yea, 
and had bound himſelfe with an oath or curſe ro h:ve-irſo (yea and that 
ewice over for failing ) the people knowing that Jonathan had' commicted 
nothing worthy of death (chough the King thought he had) bur that con- 
crarily, he had deſerved well of the Stare, and had mightily delivcred I'racl, 
(as the words of the Text are) delivered him by a ſtrong hand- our of the 
hand'of Saul, 1 $4m.14.45. Neither is there the leaſt afderſion of inputa- 
tion caſt upon this People for this fa of theirs, as if they tad beene "any 

B2 _ wayes 


on\TF) - 
roughly * at the doore : Is not the ſaund of his Maſters feet behinde him ? Sare- £ oppri= ; 
ly he that went thus far, for the ſafery of his life, when he was buc in danger mc-is,vel 
of being aſſ;ulted, would have gone furcher if vccafion or neceſſicy had opprimite. * 
been ; and incaſe the Kings Butcher had got in to him before the doore 3s 
' had been ſhuc, if he had been able, and had had no other meanes to have ©, 
ſaved his owne head, but by taking away the others, chere' js lictle queſtion mic: Jun. 
ro be made, but he would rather have taken, then given a head, in this caſe, & Trem. 
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wayes injurious or diſobedient to their King. Nay appeares by the ſequel] 


of the Story. that Sav/ himſelfe, though a man nor of the beſt diſpoſition, 
when the earbidum enter the fic of paſſion was over, took it no wayes 
amiſſe ar the hands of rh le, that they had refiſted him, in that unrea- 


ſonable and inconfjderate deſigne of his againſt Jexarhan : bur went on, 
and raigned peaceably overthem, David in like manner, being unjuſtly 


perſecured by S«v/, and thoſe greets and baſe flacterers-that aſſiſted him 


im that ungracious deſigne, and being in danger of his life by them, did hee 
either fic (kill, ro ſee whether God would in an extraordinary and miracu- 
lous way prote& him or no £ Or did he ſubmit himſelfe ro Sawls mercy,and 
lay downe his life ag his feet ? No, but onthe contrary, he provided himſelf 
with weapons, the beſt that were to be had, 1 Sow. 21.8.9, And willingly 
entertained for the (afeguard of life, 2nd to make reſiſtance againſt Saw/and 
his parry, all che help =_ he could come by, making himlelte an head or 
Capraine over ther. 1 Saws. 22, 2. And yetall this while David was but 
one ſingle many and that of a privace and mean condition in compariſon, 
And this (my Brethren) is the very caſe that.is now before. you, or if 
there be any difference in reſpet ofa juſtifiableneſle in the one above the 
other, all the advantage, which certainly is v<ry mush, lies on your (ide 
your {calc is much the better weight, The: e are ſons of Belial that are riſen 
up againſt you, full of a ſpiric of hatred and revenge :gainſt you, who part- 
ly in plaine words, and withouc Parables, partly by their inſolent carriages 
and behavigurs cowards others of the {ame fpiric and cauſe with you, threa- 
ten you with the utmolt inſolencies they can execute upon you, and (in cf- 
fe) ro ſtrecch the line of miſerable and wofull Ireland over you and your 
City, and whole Nation. Theſe cither have, or pre:end co have a Warrant 
or Commiſſion from the King to doe what they doe, ro mike prey and 
ſpoile of you, your lives, and liberties, and all chat you have ; juſt as the 
Meſſenger had from heb, that was ſent ro take away the Prophets head(as 
you heard) or as thoſe had from Sax, that went to lay hold of Jonathan to 
ut him co death, Now then the queſtion is, whether it be lawfull for you to 
nd upon your gona in this caſe,” end to ſeeke the preſervation of your 
lives, and of thoſe that belong unto you, wives, and little ones, 8c. and if 
there be no other likely meanes for your ſafery, to deſtroy the lives of thoſe 
that ſeek co deſtroy yours ; whecher the command of the King (ſuppoſe 
fuch athing were, which yer I much queſtion.)co wicked inſtruments to take 
away-your lives, or che lives of thoſe whom you are bound, by oath or 0. 
therwiſe ro protect ; whether (I ay) ſuch a command ought more to pre. 
vaile with you to fir ſtill and ſuffer the deſtroyer co execure his Commulthon 
upon you, 50 take away your lives, of the command of God and nature 
| which 
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which lies upon you to defend your lives, and the lives of ſuch ockers, as. 
we (pake of, vice ay are —_—_ danger of aſſault 5 This faicely , 
and unpartially is tare of the The greac | | 
(as we heard) and the people of Ikae wk an —_ 
to Gods own heart, reſolved the queſtien clearly enough by heir praftiſe,, 

It ir be here objeted and ſaid, it is rrue, ſuch a&ts as you haverelated. 
were indeed done by theſe men ; bur, Yo jure, whether they did well,,or: 
lawfully in ſo doing, is yer in queſtion: An a& done by a good man, fearing, 
God, is not therefore good, or lawfully done, becauſe fuck a man doth ic + 
The ancient Fathers were generally Polygamiſts ; yer the plenty of their 
practiſe is bur a defeRive proofe of the lawfulneſſe of Polygamy, - In like 
manner, the ations mentioned, having no teſtimony of approbacion from; 
the Scriptures, may very poſſibly be workes of darkneſſe, though done by | 
children of light ; yea,though there be no expreſſe brand 'of unlawf : 
ſer upon them by God : for Polygamy ir ſelfe hath this negative teſtimony 
of its innocency, | | 

To thisI anſwer, firſt in generall : That though the goodneſle and holi- 
neſſe of the ap be not ſufficient to authorize an att for lawfull, yet whillt. 
the unlawfulneſſe of it be clearly evicted by a contrariery in it to ſome com- 
mand of God, it is a ſtrong preſumption, that an att performed by ſuch a 
perſon, is lawfull : To the inſtance of Polygamy in the Fathers : I anlwer, 
chat it was apparently « breach of the ſeventh Commandement, and conra= 
ry co the firſt inſticution of marriage by God ; the tenour whereof, accord- 
ing co our Saviours own extratt out of the ancient Record, runs thus, dar. 
19.5. And th:y twaine (not they three, or they foure, or more) ſhall be one 

des, it isplainly branded and condemned by the Spirit of 
God, as ſinfuil, Afal.2.14,15. as the generall vote of Interpreters gpon this 
place carryeth ic. Buc there is not the leaft inrimacion given throaghout the 
whole Sc iptures, of any thing ſinfull or diſpleaſing unco God, in whac ei- 
ther Eliſha, or the people, or David did, in the particulars mentioned, _  : 

T hoſe acts of So/omon, commanding Jogh and Shimei to be pur ro death, 
without any tryall or due pnoceſſe of Law againſt them, 2 King. 2; avd "x 
that of David, giving away Mephiboſpeths eſtace ro Ziba,onely- upon a dil- 
pleaure conceived againſt him, with ſome ochers of other Kings of , 
of like confideration, ſmelling roo ranke of prerogative oyle,are more 
queſtionable in point of lawfulneſſe, and of farre more difficult reconcilia- 
con with principles of reaſon and equitie,and with the Law of God i feife 
then thoſe other, Bur, l | 

2, Tothe particularl anfwer. Firſt,forthe fa& of the Prophes Ekfacs 
calling ow «0 thoſe that were with him, to kay hands wpon- him that came 
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armed with che Kings authority and command, to take away his head, and 
ro ſhat the doore againft him ; thar in this he did noching bur what was plea- 

plinco God, appeares from the circumſtance oftime, and thac poſture 
of ſpirir, wherein the Prophet thus comended for his head againſt him that 
would necds have had-it from him. He was now full of the Spirit of God, 
and of prophecy: and was in that very inſtant, wherein his head ſhould have 
beene taken'from kim, ready to cry out as a woman in travaile, and to bee 
delivered'of that gracious meſſage, which immediatly followes in che begini- 
ning of the ſucceeding Chapter, Now that ſo holy a man, and ſo greata 
Prophet, ſhould in{that very point and inſtant of time, wherein he was 
full ofthe Spirit of God, and ready to deliyer a meſſage from him of thac 
high importance.and unexpeRed grace to his people, fall into the foule 
ſinne ofrebellion againſt kis lawfull King, is doubtleſſe an incredibiliie of 
the firſt magnicude, 

Secondly, the Elders or Stateſmen of the Kingdome, who were preſent, 
complyed with him in his motion,and aſſiſted him in his oppoſition againſt 
the Kings meſſenger, who came for his head; laid hands upon him, and 
ſuffered him not to enter : which appeares from hence, becauſe the Prophets 
head food ſtill upon his ſhoulders. And this is yer a further confirmetion of 
the lawfulneſle of tharrefſtance; which he made, becauſe it is unreaſorable 
to thinke,that perſons of that qualitie, and who cannot be conceived bur to 
have underſtood themſelyes ſufficiently in a buſineſſe of that nature, being 
the Peeres or chiefe officers of the Kingdome, ſhould have involved them- 
ſelves in the danger and guilt ofrebellior, againſt the King : which (doubt- 
leſſe)they had done, had that aft of the Propher, wherof they were abectors, 
had-any ſ{treine or touch of Rebelhon in ir. 

' Thirdly,and laſtly, the King himſelf (it ſeemes) comming very ſhortly 
afrer into-the pace where the Propherand Elders were, finding the execu- 
tion, which in hot blood he had commanded; not done, the heate of his 
paſſion being ſomewhar over and abared, ſate downe amongſt chem, and 
neverſo much as reproved either Prophet or Elders, for making the re- 
fiſtance they did ro bis meſſenger : which it is like he would have dane, and 
thitt upon'bigh termes, had he conceived ener the one or the other to have 
beene within the verge of a Rebellion; or any other injury or indignitie 
offered either to his perſon,or to his Crowne and di enirie, 

Againe ſecondly for the people who delivered Jonathan out of the hand 
of Saxt;there is no-colourto conceive any thing unlawfull or unjuſtifiable 


therein, Evident it is that themſelves looked upon this fa&t before it was 


done,notonly «5 # thing lawfull for them to doe, but as marrer of dutie, and 
that which in-conſcience they were bound co doe, That expreſſion of theirs 
'F | implies 
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implies as inuch: Shel Jonathan die,who hath ſo mightily delivered Irael God 


forbid. (1 Sam. 14.45.) As the Lord lbveth there ſhall not one haire of hls end 


fall to the ground, T hey conceived, that it hall beenea ſine of a very- high 
nature 1n them, if they ſhon}d not have appeared for his reſcue and delive- 
rance, whom they notonely knew to be innocent, and to have-doneno-: 
thing worthy of death, bur alſo r9 have Wrought with God for their delive= 
rance, Nor is it eafie to conceive what other ground or motive ſhould have 
induced this people ro runne the hazard of the Kings difpleafure in /Zom- 
thans protection, then conſcience onely : though its true, there is no inti- 
mation given of :ny c:mplaint made, nor of any offence conceived by 
Saxl againſt the people for this fat of theirs, which is another _—_— 
of the lawfulneſſe thereof, yea and of the unprejudicialneſſe or in-offenſive- 
neſſe of it to Saxlrkingly Throane and dignitie, conſidering how render 
and jealous Saul! was of theſe, and how impatient of the Jeaſt rouch (yea 
though bur imaginary onely) in them, as appeares in the ſequel] of his hi- 
ſtory, eſpecially by his violent perſecution of David, upon very light and 
looſe grounds of ſuſpition this way. 6201 

Laitly, concerning Davids gathering a ſtrength of men and armes ro 
him, whereby to make reſiſtance againſt Sax/, or rather againſt tharbloody 
aſſociation which conſpired with him in a-moſt unjuſt way, ro take away 
his life ; evident it is, 192585 1 

I. 1 hat Dar, all the time of this his unjuſt perſecution by Saul and his 
complices, being ſtil] in eminent danger of his life, was more/ſoftand tens 
der conſcienced then ordinary, and more afraid of ſinning againſt God 
yea and prayed both more frequently and more ferveuly unto God ro bee 

reſerved from ſinne, then at other times ; as appeares by many Pſalmes 
compoſed by him,during this his triall. Now it is a' thing akogether yncre- 
dible, char a man otherwiſe according to Gods owne heaxt, under the beſt and 
ſofreſt frame of ſpiric and conſcience, that ever he liv'd in, and whilſt hee 
made it his earneſt prayer unto God daily to be kept from ſinne, ſhould ſo 
fouly miſc:rry, as to live in the ſinne of Rebellion againſt his lawfull King 
without repentance, 

2. Thathereſpe:ted and honoured Saw/ very highly, and was very 
tender of doing him the leaſt harme. Ir is ſaid, that his heart ſmore hins, bc- 
cauſe be had cut off but the lap or thirt of his garment,1 Sam.24.5.uſing more- 
over theſe words to his ſervants, whoſe fingers irch'd ro have made ſure 
worke with Saul ; The Lord forbid that I ſhould doe this thing tomy maſter the 
Lords annoivted, to ftyetch torth maine hand againſt him, (ering hs it vhe any med 
of the Loyd, ver( 6, Therefore certainly Davidin defendinghimſeNe agatnit 
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Seu; Cayatiers with armes and men, neicher offended God,nor wronged 
Saw! himlclfe in the leaſt meaſure. Yea, 

- 3-; Sant himfelfe overcome with this expreſſion of Davids love and faith- 

fu)nefſe unto kim, acknowledged his innocencie, and the uprighinefle-of his 
heart towards him, wer/. 16. Fr this thy vozce, my ſarne David (ſaith Saw!) 
and lift wp tus voyce and wept . And ſaid to D avid, thou art more righteous then 
T1 : for thou haſt-rendreid me good, and [ have rendered thee evil. And thow haſt 
ſhewed this day that thow haſt dealt well With me,c-c. Saw d1d not onely ac- 
. quit him from thoſe high crimes, ef treaſon, rebellion, (edition, 8c. but 
m all manner of injury or iniuſtice at all done to him. And if Sax/ a- 
inſt whom the offence (if any) had beene committed, iuſtifierh him, who 
with any colour of equitie condemne him 2 

.Laſtly (for this particalar) the holy Ghoſt himſelfe gives this expreſſe 
ceſtimony concerning David; T hat he did that which was right in the fight 
the Lord, and turned from nothing that he commanded him all the dayes of his 
life,ſave onely in the matter of Vriab th: Hittite.1 K ing.15.5. whereas, if that 

fa of his, defending himlelfe by force of armes, againſt Jazl and his con- 
federares in blood againſt him, had beene of any ſuch interpretation as ſome 
weuld make it, (by making other caſes like unto it) as either treaſon, re- 
bellion,or the like ; doubtleſſe this bad beene an higher and greater matter 
of exception againſt kim, then the matter of Y7iah it ſeife. Bur yer further 
thattheir praiſe in the particular mentioned reſpettively, and fo yours, 
being onely conformable thereunto, was, and is every wayes iuſtifiable ; and 
of perfeft conſiftence wich the rules of reaſon, equiry and all good conſci- 
ence, and no wayes derogatory to Kingly power and authority, Fremon- 
ſtrate and prove by this one conſideration, 

Men that have no lawfull authority or power to take away the lives or 
goods of men, may very lawfully be reſiſted in any attempt they ſhall 
make,to-.doe either ; and if their lives miſcarry in ſuch attempts, they have 
cheir meancs in their owne hands, (as we ſay) their blood is upon their owne 
heads, This I ſuppoſe is a pregnant and knowne principle both in reaſon 
and religion, If a man aſſaults another upon the high way, and ſeekes to 
take away his mony or life from him ; if the as aſſaulted ſlayes the 

other [+ defendendo (as the Law ſpeakes) there is neither Law nor conſcience 
willtake hold on, orreprove him for ir. This propoſition is manifeſt. I go 
en therefore and adde, 

Bur Mencan have no lawfull authority or power, by any warrant or com- 
.miſliop from a King totake away the lives, or goods,of thoſe that are inno- 
[centand bayenoc tranſgrefſed the Law, no not of thoſe that are not in a 
lawtfull way convidted for tranſgreſſors of the Law. * 
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Therefore ſuch men as theſe may lau fully be reſiſted in any attempts they 
ſhall make either upon our lives, or our goods, notwithſtanding any War 
rant, Commiſſion, or command they have, or pretend to have, from a 
King to due ir, And take that along with you which apparently. followes 
from hence : Ifſ{uch perſons ſo aſſaulred may lawfully reſiſt ſuch aſſailants, 
then may they every whit as lawfully provide themſelves before hand of 
ſuch meanes, wherewith they may be able tro make the reſiſtance when time 
comes, . As, ifit be lawfull fora Traveller to kill a Thiefe upon the way in 
the defence of his life, or money ; certainly it is lawfull for him co ride with 
a Sword, Piltoll, or the like, wherewith he may be able co doeit; Ir is ri- 
diculous co grantthe lawfulneſſe of an end, and to deny a lawfulneſſe of 
meanes neceflary and ſufficient to attaine that end. 

But ſome (ir may be) will deny that propoſition, which affirmeth, thar 
thoſe men have no lawfull power or Authoriry to ſeize upon mens lives 
or goods who are innocent,and as yet ſo reputed by the Law, having the 
authoriry,and command of the King to doe it, That therefore no unjuſt, or 
unrighteous command of a King, can enable any man with any lawfull 
power to put 1n execution any ſuch command, I thus demonſtrate (though 
indeed it be a thing evident enough in ic ſelf without any demonſtration) 
no King can derive any power or authority to another, co any miniſter, 
officer, or the like, bur only that wherewich himſelfe is inveſted, and 
poſleſſed of, either formally, or by way of eminencie and ſurpluſſage. 
Bur no King is himſelf inveſted wich any authority or power to doe any 
thing which is uniuſt, or unrighteous : therefore hee can not impart or 
give any ſuch power to another : and conſequently thoſe that attempt or | 
doe any thing by vercue of any uniuſt command from a King, had every 
whit as good doe the thing upon their owne heads and authoricy, without 
any warrant or commiſſion from the King at all : the faX as touching the 
lawfuilneſle of ir, is but of one and the {ſame confideration in both caſes. 
Now that a King himſelf hath no power or authority at all, ro doe any 
thing that is uniuft or unequall, is yet more evident then the former, thus: 
A\l power thata King hath in point of government, is derived upon him, 
either by God, or by men, or both: bur ir is a truth of che cleereſt evidence 
that neither the one, nor the other, neicker Ged, nor man conferreth any 
power upon him to doe unjuſtly, Concerning CTod, there is not the leaſt 
queſtion to be made: he gives no man Authority to fin ; but layes his 
Authority and command upon all the world ro doe righteouſly : and as 
for men, ſuppoſing they be but reaſonable men that have conferred the 
_ upon a King, it cannor be choughr, or once imagined, that they 

ould give a power out of themſelves, againſt th:zmſelves ; a power to in- 
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jure, or to wrong either them or their poſteriry, And though they ſhould 
be conceived to.do athing ſo inconſiſtent with reaſon and eyea common 
ſence, yer ſuch an a of theirs, were a meere nullitie: the King was never the 
more poſleſt of any ſuch power, becauſe they that are ſuppoſed ro have con- 
ferred it upon him, had it not in themſe]ves,nor the leaſt right or power to 
derive it upon any other, 
- Fea, bur (will the malignant DoQors) till obje& and reply, who ſhall 
be Judge inthis caſe, Whether the command or commiſſion of a King, gi- 
ven to an Officer, or other ſubie&, ro be pur in execution, be uniuſt,or no? 
E ir not fir, that rather the King himſelfe ſhould be iudge in this caſe, then 
every private man * Is it fit co give way or allow, that every private man 
ſhould ſcan, examine, iudge,and determine eicher the righteouſneſſe or un- 
righteouſneſſe of the Kings command £ Doth nor ſuch a liberty as this 
tend to diflolve the bands of obedience to Superiours* To poure contempt 
upon Kings and Rulers, and co fill the world with confuſion 7 
_ Fothisl anſwer, Firſt, that for many things that are commanded by 
Kings and Superiours, there needs little or no examination or fifrifig, whe- 
ther they be lawfull, or no. Their unlawfulneſſe is written {as it were) in 
their foreheacs, with ſuch Capital Lercers, that he that runs may reade it, 
A man needs no skill eicher tn Arichmerique or Geomerrie, nor the uſe of 
any rule or ſquare, to try either whether the bow be ſtreight, or the ftring 
bent and crooked, Halfe an eye is ſufficient proviſion for this deciſion, 
The command of that Idolatrous King Nebuchaduezzar with his Nobles, 
that men ſhould worſhip his golJen Image, was ſo notoriouſly wicked, that 
thoſe three ſervants of God, Shadrach,, Meſhack.,, and Abednego, were not 
Careful to anſwer the King concerning it. Dan. 3.16. thar is, they would ne- 
ver take time to ſtudy or conſider whether they ſhould obey it, or no, Such 
was the command of the Elders and Rulers to Peter and Iohn, Whzn they 
commanied them that in no wiſe they ſhould ſþeake or teachin the name of Ieſws. 
AR. 3. 18, 19, Beſides many others both upon Sacred, Eccleſiaſtick, and 
Civill Record, of like condition and importance, 

2, If ic be nor lawfull for inferiours. to examine and enquire into the 
commands of Kings, and other their Superiours, whether they be lawfull 
orno; then is there aneceſiny lying upon men by way of duty, to make 
men equall with God, and to iudge them as unerringly, as univerſally righ- 
reous and holy, as he ; which a man of conſcience will hardly forbeare to 
call blaſphemy, The ſequell is evident : Becauſe men can riſe no higher in 
their thoughes and apprehenſions of God himſelfe in this kinde, then to 
iudge him abſolutely and unqueſtionably righteous, worthy to be obeyed, 
in whatſoever he ſhall command, without examination. 
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Anti-Cavakeriſme, 
3. If men were cither bound to, or lawfully might-obey their Fupertors 
without all examination, there would beno place left for that command of 
our Saviour, wherein he prohibites his friends and ſervants, ro feare thoſe 
tharconld only kill the body ; meaning by ſuch, either only, or principally 
Kings and Rulers, who are commonly Fig to have poteſt atem vite & nects, 
er of life-and death, There is no reaſon to thinke, that either Kingvror 
Rulers ſhould take away the lives of thoſe that will comply wich them in all 
their defircs and commands : and little reaſon is there for any man to 
thinke, that men ſhould run the hazzard of being kilted, by diſobeying the 
commands and will of Kings, if they might ſafely, and with the peace of a 
good conſcience obey and comply with then, 

4. It is no moredi{paragement or diſhonour to _ or Rulers tokave 
their commands examined by thoſe ro whom they are direted and given, 
then it was for Pax/and the reſt of the Apoſtles to have their Preachings 
and doarines examined by the inferiour ſort of Chriſtians that heard them, 
Theſe were every whit as great (if nor far greater) in Spirituall authoriry 
and dignity, as Kings themſelves are in politique and civill, Now the Holy 
Gholt is ſo far from reproving thoſe, who examined the things which they 
heard from Pax! himſelfe,that he hath left it upon Record as matter of eſpe- 
ciall commendation to them, That they daily ſearched the Scriptures, whether 
things were [@ or no, as he had taught them, Att. 17. 11, Yea, the Apoſtles 
themſelves were ſo far from looking npon it, as any matter of prejudice co 
them er their reputations, that whar they delivered and raughe, ſhould bee 
brought to the rouch-ſtone by thoſe that heard them, that they required this 
at their hands by way of duty, and exhorted themunto ic, See 1 Cor, 10, 

14. 1Thef. 5. 21. cc. And yet far greater reaſon is there, why the teach- 
ing of the Apoſtles ſhould have been dyvmulwea, 5. priviledged from ac- 
count, then the commands of Kings : becauſe they had a promiſe of ſuch a 
preſence of the Spirit of rruth with them, that he ſhould lead them into the 
way of all truth ; whereas Kings,both in the framing and publiſhing of their 
Commands, are left to an arbitrary aſſiſtance from heaven, after the man- 
ner of other men, 

5. The wrath of God hath been revealed from h:aven, .i. hath been ſhewed 
in very remarkable and exemplary manner, upon thoſe who have ſwallow- 
ed the commands of Kings, and ſubmitted unto them in things unlawfull, 
Thoſe Officers that obeyed King Nebuchaduezzars command in caſting 
thoſe three innocent ſervants of God into the fiery furnace, were ſuddenly 
conſumed by the flame that came out of the furnace; whereas thoſe that 
ſtreined at the Kings command, 8 exchanged it(as the Scripture phrale is) 
meaning( I conceive) for the commandement of God, obeying this in the 
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ead, remained untoucked of the fire in the midit of che furnace,Dan, 3:22, 
So the men of Iſrael that had obeyed the commandement of Sax in giving 
their aſſiſtance to him for the perſecovuing of David, weie. puniſhed gogerhes 
with Sal, ficcing and fall:ng down wounded before the Pl.iliſtines, as Pe- 
ter Martyr hath well obſerved upon 1 Sam. 31. 1. So of that great Hoſt of 
Aﬀyrians, that joyned with their. King in an unlawfull war againſt the 
Church and People of God, there.were 185 000, (laine in one night by an 
Angel, 2 King.19, 35. To paſſe by all ocher examples of the ſeverity of 
God in this kinde, that is-moſt worthy conſideration, which is recorded, 
2 Chron, 24. Ic is ſaid, ver. 17; That after the death of Jehoiada, tbe Princes 
of Inda cane and did reverence unto the King, and tha: the King heargencd io 
them.- Nojong akier, T hey conſpired together againſt Z «:hariah, a faithfull 
Propher of the Lord, for dealing Fairhfally with them, and at the K ings com- 
mandement, ſtoned him With ſtones,in the Court of the houſe of the Lord, ver.21. 
Put ( faith the Story, ver, 23.) it came to paſſe at th: end of th: y:are, that the 
hoſt of Syria came up againſt him : and they cam: to Inda and leru{al:m. aud ue- 
ſtroyed all the Princes of the People jrom among the People, cc. The ult re- 
venging hand of God, ſingling out from amongſt many thouſands, thoſe 
perions by name, who had obeyed the King in a way of-unrighicouſneſſe, 
though they were the chicteſt and greateſt ot them, and in tha reſpet (in 
all lkel;1hood) kept furtheſt off from the danger, and had more. ou:ward 
proviſion for their ſafety, then others, 

6. (And la({tly tor chis) If this liberty we ſpeak of, of examining the 
commands of Kings and other Superiours, were granted unty, and uſed by 
thoſe that are in 'ubjection, it would not deveit or bereave Kings or Ru'ers 
of any obedience at all, that were worch the having or receiving from men, 
or that were truly honourable or ſafe for them to receive, All thatin reaſon 
it could be conceived to doe in this kinde, is co prevent and cut off all (uch 
obedience from Kings, which would endanger their cutting off, and their 
States and Kingdomes with them, If this liberty, or duty rather, of exami. 
nyng the. Commands of Superiours, had been p.cached and preſſed upon 
the conſciences of men with that authority and power, which the truch and 
high concernment of it will beare, or rather (inceed) required , thoſe 
crownes might have flouriſhed upon the heeds of Kings, wtaich now begin 
to droope and languiſh ; and thoſe Nations enioyed abundance of peace 
under them, the foundations of whoſe ſafery are now ſhaken, Ephraim i 
oppreſſed and broken in ind;ement, becauſe he Willingly follaWcd the commande- 
ment, viz, of King Jeroboam, who commanded the worſhipping of the 
golden Calfe. Hof. 5 11. Here is the fruit of the forwardneſſe of a N.tion 

iQ obey and comply with an Idolatrous King, eyento be oppreſſed and bro- 
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hon in judgement, i, Not only to be ſorely afflited, bur utterly ruined and 
deſtroyed, and that in a courſe of iuftice, and of the righteous proceedings 
of God againſt them. In this cup of trembling and aſtoniſhment which they 
were compelled co drink from the hand of God, there was none other in- 
gredient, but their own wayes ;z and that which it ſeemes was predominant: 
1n the mixcure, was their forwardneſſe ro ſide with their King, 'in that falſe 
Religion and worſhip which he maintained, And tor the ruine and deſtru- 
&ion of Feroboam himlelfe and his houſe, ther is much confiderable from the 
pen of the H.Ghoſt,that it is not aſcribed ſo much ro his {in & wickedneſs in 
commanding Idolatry, as to the fin & wickedneſs of the people in obeying, 
And this thing (\aith the hiſtory ſpeaking of Jeroboamr's Calfe,and command 
given to the "_ ro worſhipthem. 1 King.12.30 )rwrn'd to ſin,meaning to 
a provocation of a very high nature, to ſuch a ſin, Which even rootedout and 
deſtroyed the houſe of Jeroboam from the face of the earth. Cap. 13.34. Bur 
how, or by what meanes did Feroboams Calves and Idojatrous commands 
concerning them, turne to ſuch a fin or provocation, as was his ruine ? The 
Holy Ghoſt aſcribes this co the obedience of the People in this behalfe': 
And thus thing turned to fin : for the people went to Worſhip before rhe one, even 
wnto Dan. Clearely imply ing,that that fin which was the ruine and rootin 
out of [croboam and his houſe, was not ſo much his wicked 2nd Idolatrous 
command, conſidered fimply and in itſelfe, but as it found obedience and 
{ubicciion in the people. T he people intrue accompr, who magnified /ey0- 
boar: in his commands,above God in his, were they that ruined both Jerg- 
boam and his houſe, And generally, all that Kings and Princes gaine, by 
an unlawtull ſubiection and obedience from their People, is licle elſe bur 
the kindling of the fire of Gods icalouſie againſt them, / am the Lord(aith 
God, E'4.42.8. ) this is my Name : and my glory will not ] give 10 another, 
4. I will not ſuffer i co be given to, nor to be received by another ; - I will 
{cl} ic deare to him that ſhall own ic, and will recover it out of his raine,'We 
know Herod was ſmitten by an Angell from heaven, and ſoon cait up that 
morlel] of divine honour which he had ſwallowed, by a miſerable, ſhame- 
full, and loathſome death. As thoſe-thar make Images of wood,: ſtone, ſil- 
ver, go.d, or the like, to be adored and worſhipped, doe the greateſt iniury 
that may be to thoſe poore innocent creatures ; they expole them to the tu- 
ry and icaloufie of Ciod, whereby they commonly ſuffer a- diſſolution of 
their beeing before their time, as the braſſe whereof the brazen Serpenc was 
made,did, being broken all to pieces,when incenſe was once offered unto it,2 Kin, 
18. 4. and the gold whereof Aaroxs Calfe was made, being burnt in the fire, 
and ftamped and ground (mall, even to very duſt, and this alſo caſt into the river; 
Dent. 9.21, So they that will deveſt the great God of heayen and earth; 
C3 £0., 
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0 cloath-Kingsand Princes,or: whomſoever, with the fpoiles-of his Name, 
as all 5 47 6 who obey them with diſobedience unto God, as in 
oneſence they make them gods, ſo-in another, by making them gods, they 
make them indeed more men then they were, more obnoxions to his diſ- 

leaſure, who hath the command of their life and breath. Conſider chat pa. 
ou (ro omit many othets of like importance) which you ſhall finde, 'F/z, 
I. 31. Andthe firong, 4. the Idoll, ether becauſe in the Tdolaters conceir, 
it is Rrong like a god, or rather ſtrong, inreſpett of the firmneſſe and dura- 
blenes of che matter of it, Shall be 4+ T ow and the maker th:rof,us a Sprr4; they 
ſhall both burne together, and none ſhall quench them. Merke well: How ſtrong 
and durable ſoever the matter is, whereof the Idoll is made, whether it-bee 
the beſt heart of Oake that cane gorcen, or-the hardeſt and firmeſt ſtone, 
filver, gold, or the like, or if there be any thing more durable, and more re- 
fiſting corruption, thentheſe, yet being made an Idol, ic becomes as Tow, 
5. of a very. weake and periſhable nature : and the maker of it (faith he) ſhall 
be as a Sparke, viz. to ſer. this Tow. on fire ; 'meaning that he is the cauſe 
both why that good ſubſtance, which was made into an Idcll, periſheth fs 
ſuddenly, and likewiſe of his owne perifhing by che hand and iudgement of 
God. Inlike manner, when-men or women ſhall make Idols of Kings and 
Princes, and great men, and fall downe before them, and worſhip them 
with divine worſhip, as all they. in effe& doe, who yeeld obedience unto 
them againſt God, what doe they elſe but ſhake the very foundations of 
their lives, and preſent beeings in the world, and call for the fire of Gods 
icalouſie from heaven to conſume them : Whereas on the contrary, thoſe 
that ſoberly, and our of conſcience refuſe ro obey them upon ſuch rermes, I 
meane, againſt God, they doe them as good ſervice,ifthey would pleaſe ſo 
to apprehend and interpret it, as Mordeca did to King Ahaſhmeroſb, when 
he revealed the Treaſon of the wo Eunuchs againſt him. He thar refuſerh 
to obey a Superiour in an unlawfull command, giveth notice to him, that 
his foete is in a ſnare of death, and that his preſeryation ſtands in his defi- 
ſting and repenting. | 

I fhall mention only one obieQion more wherewith that unhappy lear- 
ning of the contrary ſide, uſeth co be very importune, and to triumph much 
in it, The Chriſtians in the primitive times ſubmitred themſelves with pati- 
ence to thoſe moſt uniuſt and cruell commands of the heathen Emperors, 
when they ſent their officers toputthem in execution, and to take their 
lives from them : they never reſiſted, nor ſtood upon their guard, but tooke 
even death ir ſelfe, yea, and many times rorments worſe then death, pati- 
entlv, And whereas this might otherwiſe be ſufficiently anſwered; that they 
made no reſiſtance, becauſe they were 10 able, they had no conſiderable 
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[ 
ſrength co-make good any rehſtance; to rake away this anſwer; They 
uſually cice a place out of one of the Fathers,7ertuſan by name, wherein he Si enim & 
diſclaimeschis ground of their patience in ſuffering, writing unto the States, hoſtes ex- 
or Senators-of the Empire, affirming, that they had:a conſiderable parry of ©*95, 208 
Chriſtians1in their Dominions, whereby they were able ro: have made reſi- kms 
ſtance againſtthem, , occultos,, 
Becauſe this objeRion is matter of {0 much confidence: and criumpireo agere vels 
the adverſary, I ſhall deſire leave to examine it the more thoroughly,and-to Imus, de- | 
ſearch the bottome and foundations of it in-my anſwer to it, I ſhall firit <#t novis 
ſpeake to the teſtimony propounde1, and conſider the validitie or likeli- ——- 
hood of the truth thereof; and ſecondly, (for argument: ſake ) the truch- of copiarum? 


ir being granced or ſuppoſed, we ſhal} mdeavourto ſhew of how liule force =——Ex-- 


er concerament it is, any wayes to dilable the truth of chat poſition we have *<r2i ſa- 
in hand, which juſtifiech a reſiſtance 2gainſt the violent execution: of any RI 
unjuſt command from Kings, in thoſe that are aſſaulted under pretence jqyjeyi. 
thereof; therefore as concerning the teſtimony of Tertmllian, rouching mus,utbes, 
the ſufficiencie of ſtrength the Chriſtians in his time ſhould have ro refift inſulas,ca- 
the Emperour and all his power, I anfwer. ; Rella, mu- 
.- Fir,that this Father might ealily be miſtaken in taking the proportion, 9 on - 

and making the eſti f the Rrength and power of Chriſtians within the þ, 
compaſlle ofthe Ro mpire, in eompariſon of the ſtrength of thoſe ipla,grc. 
that were ready to 0 them, This was no poinc of faith, nor of -Chrj. ——Cui 
ſtian Religion ; and therefore a devour father might eaſily fall under a mifſ. _ —_ 

. "ad gt ; rem es idonei, 
priſion herein, The common ſaying indeed is, that wnicwique in arte ſua nonprom- 
credendum, i.e. every man is to be beleeved irr his owne art or profetſion, ,.; (v.ge- 
bur no rule of charitie or reaſon bindes us to believe another in any thing mus,&c. - 
which belongs to the art or profeſſion of anocher, and wherein him- Terrul, 
ſeife is lictle verſed or exerciſed, Now to weigh the ſtrength of a King- _—_ 
dome, State, or Empire, ( asit were) in a ballance , anc to make an eſti- I6, 
mate of, and compare together the power of ſeverall parties or diviſions of 
people in it with ſo much ex2neſle, as to derermine which is che ſtronger, 
and which the weaker, belongs to the profefſion and 1mploymenc of a 
Srates-man, not of a Divine, orminiſter of the Goſpell, of one that firs at 
the ſterne of the empire, not of one whoſe hearr, ln, and ſtrength are 
taken up with the ſtudie of the myſteries of heaven, yea for a States-man 
himſeife to be able upon ſuthcient grounds, preciſely to determine ſuch dit- 
ferences as we ſpeake of, I meane berweene the ſtrength and ftrength of 
different parties in a State, where there is any neereneſſe or appea- 
rance of an equality, wil require both double diligence and treble ſufficiency 


m him otherwiſe, 
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.2, How eafily might he miſtake and-miſcarry in a marrer quite beſides 
his profeſſion 2nd courſe, who not long after miſcarryed ſo grievouſly in 
his owne, as to turne Montanift, who called himſelfe the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to approve of the dreames and furious fancies-of thoſe two vile women, 
Maximilla and Priſca ( Montanus bis wicked aſſociates) for true prophe- 
cies, Yea ſtayed not here meither, but joyned himſelfe with thoſe Here- 
riques called Caraphryges, who'condemned tecond' marriages as adulterous 
and prohibited by God : beſides divers other miſpriſions in his owne pro- 
feſſion, which would take up roo much tirne co inſiſt particularly upon : a 
memorable example and warning (as it were) from heaven, how unſafe 
and dangerous it is to build upon the authority of men. 

3. -It is well obferved by one, that there is an aptneſle and proneneſle of 
inclination in much devotion, in perſons deyourly given,to over-value the 
workes and piety of ocher men, Now this Father out of ſuch a principle or 
inclination as this is, defirous to extoll and magnifie the patience of Chri- 
ſtians, might eaſily draw in ſuch a circumſtance as this for ſuch a purpoſe, 
upon very weake and ſlender grounds for it, 

4. Iris generally obſerve and knowne by the writings and records of 
rheſe times, that even in the pious and Orthodox Fathers themſelves there 
were ſome couches and ſt-eiries, ſome fibre of that roote of tbixterneſſe 
which afterwards grew ranke, and flouriſhed above meaſure in the times of 
Popery, yea and brought forth fruic abundantly unto death. I meane, an 
inclination to credit and countenance their Religion in the ſight of the hea- 
then and the world about them, by very ſlender reports and relations of 
chings, as of Miracles, Viſions, ſtrange accidents, 8&c. which are general- 
ly rejected, as fabulous and falſe, by the ſounder and more conſiderate 
knowledge of theſe latter dayes, | 

5. Supole there might be conſiderable numbers of men of the Chriſtian 
party in the Empire (though to me it is one of the things I leaſt beleeve )ro 
withſtand the heathen party therein, yer doubtleſſe theſe were kept under,as 
the Iſraelites were in Agypt, when they beg:n to multiply. Ir is no wayes 
likely, that i they were any wayes formidable for their numbers, that they 
ſhould be ſuffered to have any proportion of armes or meanes, either of of- 
fence or defence, in caſe they were aſſaulted, It being contrary to all reaſon 
and rule of Stare, to ſuffer a party of an oppoſice Religion to the State, and 
worſhipping another God then the State allowed, grorving to any conſide- 
rable numbers within them, to have farther any (uch proportion or quanti- 
ty of weapons, armes, or meanes in any kinde, whereby they might endan- 
ger and become formidable ro the State. Now then granting that which this 
Father ſpake concerning the numbers of Chriſtians amongſt the heathens, 
that 
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that they had number for number, man for man, :nd in this-reſpe&t mighr 
ſeeme to ballance them, and be able enough co reſiſt them z yer wanting 
armes and other meanes of defence, wkerewnh u cannot be coBceived bur 
that the adverſe party abounded, it had been in vaine for them ro have made 
reſiſtance when violence was offered unto them, /\nd thus much for che firſt 
part of my Anſwer, to ſhew the queltionableneſſe, or rather indeed the great 
unlikelihood of the truth of that reſtimony, which is brought ro ſupport the 
objellion propounded, which otherwiſe would fall ro the ground of ir ſelfe. 

I goe on .o the ſecond part of my Anſwer, which is to prove and co ſhew, 
chat though the teſtimony be admired for truth, yer the objetion will not 
reach the queſtion, or caſc in hand. 1 

Therefore ſuppoſe we the Father that ſpake as we have heard, wwe. T 
che Chriſtians under the Heathen Emperours ſhould be able enough to have 
defended themſelves, yea to have oppoſed the Emperour himſelfe wich his 
panty, ſpake nothing herein but the cruth z yer ic noc follow, that all 
thoſe of his profeſſion, I meane all the Chriſtians that were ſcattered up and 
downe the face of the Empire ſhould have the ſame apprehenſions with 
him herein, ſhould chinke themſel ves ſtrong enough to reſiſt their adver(a- 
ries, 1n caſe they were oppoſed, Thoſe particular perſons that were called - 
our here 2nd there, ſome after others, co ſuffer, might very probably, yea, 
could not lightly but conceive and thinke, that if they ſhould have made 
any reſiſtance againſt them that came to lay violent hands upon them , and 
ro putthem to death, they ſhuuld have but enraged their malice againſt 
them the more, and ſo have encreaſed their own torments : yea, and happi- 
ly have provoked the Heathen party, to rage (0 much the more againſt 
their Chriſtian Brethren, who yer remained amongſt chem. So that in theſe 
that were callcd roſuffer, ic had been both want of wiſdeme, in reſpett of 
themſelves,and of charitie in reſpeR of others,if they ſhould have made che 
leaſt reſiſtance againſt thoſe unjuſt and bloody officers, that were ſenx a- 
gainſt them to take away their lives. 

If it be here replyed and faid ; yea but the whole body and partie of 
Chriſtians threughouc the Empire, having ſuffice ſtrength mighe have 
agreed to have riſen up at once, and have ſuppreſſed their adverſaries, if 
they had Judged it lawful]. 

To this, Anſwer hath in part been made already : as firſt, that itis no 
waies probab'e that they had any ſufficiencie of ſtrengih, no not of men,to 
have made good ſuch an attempr, much lJeſle that they had any competent 
proviſton of mean:s otherwiſe, which had been requifue therunto, 

Secondly, that though it ſhould be gramed, thar they had a ſutficiencie of 
ſtrength both wayes, yer is it no wayes neceflary that therefore they ſhould 
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all be of the ſame minde and judgement rouching this ſufficiencie; that they 
ſhould all be perſwaded that their party were ſtrong enough to deale with 
their adverſaries, We know that rhany atrempes, projets, and underta- 
kings which have been in treaty and agitation, have been-deſerted and laid 
aſide, only through the different judgements and' appreh:nſions of choſe 
that yvere concerned,and to have been engaged therein, touching the ex- 
pedience or feaceableneſſe of them, . As that proiet of Arhiroph:{ for the 
1mmediateand cloſe following of David, was deſeried by Abſolon, and his 
party,and nt put in execution, becauſe of the different adviſe which Hyſha 
the Archit gave: A late inſtance- hereof vve had likewiſe amongſt our 
ſelves : that dangerous deſigne of bringing up the Army out of the North 
azain{trhe Parliament, proved abortive, the execution of it neve: leeing the 
hghr of the Sun, through the differem opinions of thoſe thar were, & were 
to-have been in ſpecial] maner concerned therin;ſome conceiving it to have 
been a project deſerving the name of none ſuch ; others no wayes daring to 
adventure themſelves, their lives, and fortunes, nor ſome (perhaps) their 
conſciences,' uporr it, Inlike manner for the Chriſtians living within the 
Romane Empire, to have made head and riſen up ageinit the maine body 
and State of the Empire to ſuppreſſe them, had bcen an enterpriſe of that 
dangerous and grievous conſequence, in caſe it had milcarryed ; eſpectal- 
ly the grounds of the ſucceſſe of it being ſo uncertaine and weake as they 
were, that it hath not the leaſt appe:rance or ſhew of iikel:hnod, that ever 
icſhould be generally conſented unto by the whole ſoci-ry of the Chriſti- 
ans;withour which there was no attempting the putting of it into executi cnn, » 

To this may be added, 

3. Thar ſuppoſe the Chriſtians wee ſpake of had been generally confi- 
dent of their ſtrength and had made lictle queſtion bat that they might have 
carried 'ir, againſt che Emperor and his ; yer having no invitation, coun- 
renance or command from any Authoritie, rule, or lawful] power in the 
Empire te attempt any ſuch thing, their caſe was farre differing from ours 
who are invited, countenanced, encouraged, and ſome waies commanded 
by as great and as lawful] an Authority as this ſtate hath any, to doe what 
you have been exhorted to doe in oppoling the rage and violence of that 
malignant and blood-thirſty generation, who having ſtollen away the 
heart ofthe King,'make uſe of his name to make havock and ſpoile of your 
Lawes, Liberties, Ef aces, Lives, Religion, yea of the Peace, Honour, and 
ſafery of the whole Kingdome. Ir is the expreſſe command and ordinance 
of God that inferiour Magiftrates, and Rulers ſhould be obeved as well as 
Kings, as we obſerved formerly our of that of Peter, 2 Pct. 2. 13, 14. 
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rhe Lords ſake, Whether it be unto the King as unto the Superiour, or unto Go- 
.vernoursy, astheſe that are ſent of him, for the puniſhment of evill-doers, Cc. 
So that inferiour Govemours are by the expreſſe Commandemenc of God 
to be obeyed, as well as the Superiour. Now then pur the caſe that the in- 
teriour Governour requires that which is only honeſt, agreeable to the 
Laws of God and of Nature, as, viz. that we ſhuuld doe our beſt to defend 
our ſelves againſt choſe that contrary to all Law and conſcience aſlaulc us; 
the ſuperiour, that which is contrary to. both, wie. ro ſic ſtill whileſt our 
Lawes, Liberties, Eſtates, Lives, friends, godly Magiſtrates, and Religion 
ic {e]fe, are indangered, and ready to be taken from us; the queſtion in 
this caſe, whether we are to obey the ir;feriour or ſuperiour Authority ; (the 
command of God indifferencly extending it for obedience unto either, in 
things chat are lawfull ) 1s eaſily reſolved, except men will complaine and 
ſay u is darke at noone day, When it ſhall be ſubſtantially proved unto us, 
that an unlawful] command from « ſuperiour Magiſtrace, diſſolves and 
makes void that commandement of God, whereby we ſtand bound to obey 
the inferiour, in that which is lawfull ; We may then have cauſe to make a 
demurre touching the goodneſſe of the cauſe ; bur till then we may be bald 
to ſay, it is day, when the Sun ſhineth. This then is a difference very confi- 
derable, between the caſe of primitive Chriſtians, and ours, in the point in 
hand, ſuppoſing they had power to defend themſelves againſt the perſecu- 
ting agents and inſtruments of the Emperour, yet had they nor any coun- 
renance or command from any Authority in that State to doe it, which we 
have in ours, 

4. Still ſuppoſing (that which yer is never to be granted, ill it be berrer 
proved) that the Primitive Chriſtians we ſpake of,had a ſufficiency of pow- 
er,to have defended them(elves againſt the perſecucing Emperours,and did 
ir not, yet there may be this reaſon given, why they ſhould rather patiently 
ſuffer, than make reſiſtance, becauſe whileſt they were yer heathen and un- 
converted to the Chriſtian Faith, they conſented to that power or authoriry 
in the Emperour, whereby he made thoſe bloody Edids for the perſecuting 
and murthering of poore Chriſtians. Now it had been a very unreaſonable 
thing and juſtiy offenſive, both in the eyes of God and men, if che ſame 
perſons who had eſtabliſhed a power or authority in the hand of a Ruler, 
ſhould have reſiſted or oppoſed him, or his Agents and Miniſters in the ex- 
ecution of ic, A ſervant of God, though he ſweares or bargaines to his owne 
hurt, ye muſt he not change, as you have it, Pſal. 15. 4. Bur wee are un- 
der no ſuch ingagements, or bands, and therefore have g liberty which 
they had not: For though a mans conſent to an unJawfull power, bein ab- 
ſolute and ſimple conſideration a meere nullity, and ſucha power never the 
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more lawfullized thereby ; yer by all rules of reaſon and equity, ſuch a con- 
fern ought to be a bar againſt himthat hath given ir, that he ſhall nor, for 
any carnall benefit or advantage, breake oat againſt him chat exerciſerh this 
power by vertue of ſuch conſent, meerly for ſuch exerciſe ſake, 

5. Be ir granced that the Chriſtian party in the Romane Empire was ve- 
Ty great (as is prexended ) yer could ic in no ſence be called or looked u 
as the whole State or body ofthe Empire, as the Parli mentary Aſſembly is 
amongſt us, This in a repreſencative and legall-conſideration, is the whole 
body of the Nation, and of all the perſons in it, having the ſame power and 
authority by Law, and in conſcience too, to do every whit as much in eve- 
ry reſpe&, asthe whole Nation, and al the particular perſons therein could 
have, if they were met rogether, Now that may be lawfull for an entire bo- 
dy or ſociery of perſons ro doe, which may-not be lawfull for a part, or ſome 
few of the bociety, fave only in conjunction with the whole, The Parjiament 
(we know ) being interpretatively, and in conſideration of Law, the whole 
body of the Kingdome, hath a lzwfull power, both to doe and command 
many things, which a far greater part or number of men in the Kingdome, 
havenot ;_ no, allthe Eingdome'befides hath no fuch power, as they : and 
many things-may be done very laufully, and with a good conſcience, by 
veriue of their appoinement and command, which could nor be done upon 
any ſuch termes without it, though a thouſand times more men or peffons 
then they are. ſhould command them, 

6. Suppoſing they had ſuch a power as we have oft ſuppoſe4 {but never 
granted poſitively) and thar it was lawfull for them ro have made r-fiſtance 
accordingly, yet may God by way of ſpecial] diſpenſatiin, and for very 
great and conſiderable ends of his, hide this liberty we ſpeake of from their 
eyes ; that they ſhould not ſee it to make uſe of, Wee know there wete 
many in the Apoſtles time, who eat h-arbs, when as yet it was as lawfull for 
them, in reſpect of any comTand of God to the contrary, to have eaten 
fleſh ; bur yerthey did verrer co content themſelves with Lexrbs, when God 
had nat revealed and cleared up this )iberty unto them, And yet they did 
as well as they roo, who ſeeing their liberty in this kinge by the cleare lighr 
cfche Gofpell, did rake ir, and eate fleſh. Conſider thar paſſage cf the A- 
poltle, Roms. 14. 6. He that obſerveth a day, obſtyverh it unto the Loyd: and 
he that obſerveth not a day, obſerveth it not unto the Lord. He that caterh,catcth 
xnto the Lord + for he giveth God thanks © and hs that eatcth not,earcth not #nto 
the Lord, and giveth God thank:s. hereby ic is evident that the forbearance 
of ſome ations by ſome men, wherein they approve themſelves unto God, 
doth nor at all prejudice or gaineſay the like accepration of others in their 
doing them : yea that ſome men maybe bound m conſcience to forbeare 
that, 
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that, which another wich's good cenſejence may doe. And this doubtlefle 
js (ifqhe reſtimony of To wmilies mentioned be true ) the cale berweene 
thoke Primitive Chriſtians, and Chriſtians intheſe dayes. T bey might ouc 
of renderveſſe of conſcience, and out of an apprehenſionof forne nnlawfule 
nefle in in, forbeare to vindicate theraſelves againſt thoſe bloody bucthers, 
that were {er on worke by the Emperours to deſtroy them: and yer Chriſti» 
' afisin theſedayes, ſeeing their liberty in this kinde, may as l:whully refit 
thoſe chat ſhall come 2ggjoſtibem ihe like manner, as the orker-forbareir. 
If it be here ob an@faid thacit is no wayes like that the ECharch of 
God ſhould ally be ignorant of {uch a libertic 8s wee ſpeake- of and 
challenge, if there were any fuck liberry indeed ; is it credible that God 
ſhould hide ſuch a poi of 4rurh as this from them all f * (941A 
I anſwer firſt, Ic is nov neceſſary-to ſuppoſe that it ſhould bee hid from 
them all without exception.: Ks fofficiemt for our purpoſe: if iz; were-hid:- 
from their teachers, and thoſe that were leaders to the reſt, upon: whoſe. 
judgement (mm things of this nature) the generaliry of people rhen -aauch 
depended, But (e-ondly, if there were many miniſters of the Goſpeltand 
teachers, even 1n the ApolRles4imies themſelves, thac were 12norent of qhac 
liberty which the Goſpell brought withit to; the world; for the: eating-of 
fleſh, the non-obſeryarion of dayes-and of circumeiſton,8&c, of. at | 
were {0 farre ignorant, that they were n:t able; to informe- and fatisfe the 
generall ſorc of Chriſtians therein, may very, well. be conceived, thar ſome 
hundreds of yeares after, when he light began to darken and wardim: (in 
compariſon) they might now be generally i3gnerant of ſuch a-point: of. 1i- 
berty as this we now ſpeake of, ar lealt ſo farre ignoranc,as not ro be able to 
ſacisfie the generalitie of their peopie therein. Eſpecially if we conſider, - - 
Thirdly, that from the dayes of the Apoſtles, untill their numbers and 
ftrencth were raiſed and increaſed tothe ſuppoſed pitch of a ſufficieacierg 
refit (which was not lefſethen neere 200, Feares) there was no occaſion, 
of ttudying,or looking into the point : chey had beene in never the beer 
caſe, whether they had had ther liberty we ſpeake of or no ; and: 
| iS no marvaile if they negleRed the ſearchingafter ic, And when caſes of 
conſcicnce (+5 this was) he unſtudied :nd uninguired into; neither is n-any: 
marvai_e ifthe reſolution or ſtate of the truck in them, bee not generally 
knowne. 
Fourthly, that Spirit of courage, patience and conſtancy, which God 
poured out abundamly upon his Church & ſervants in thoſe times, where- 
by they were ſo, trengthned and incouraged to {uffer, that. mareyrdome 
ſcemed a defirable thing unto them, might be a ſpeciallgexſon and-meanes 
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lawfull liberty might be in the caſe we fpeake of, Men that have a tull eſtate 
in faire rents, as much as they can'well ſpend, and as their heart deſirech,are 
not like, have no occaſiento buſic themſelves in ſtudying tho caſe of uſury, 
as whether it be lawfull ro take increaſe for the lone of mony, orno ; which 
he that hath his eſtate in mony,hath, Whilſt the 7 aflites were. fed by God 
in an extraordinary way by Manna from heaven, there was no neceſſtcie 
or occaſion for them ro plough-and ſow, So whillt Chriſtians were furniſh- 
ed with an extraordinary ſtrength from heaven, to offer themſelves up in 
martyrdome, their edge muſt needs be taken off hereby; 'us from*ſecking 
meanes to eſcape ir, ſo from ſtudying caſes and queſtions about the lawfu]- 
neſle of eſcaping. 

Fifcly, whilſt chere lay a confeſſed neceſſity of ſuffering upon Chriſtians, 
5c. till rhe ſuppoſed ſtrengrh of reſiſtance came to them (which as was noted 
before;could not be much lefſe then 200.yeares) Marryrdome was fo ex- 
rolled and magnified by the generall acclamations of the miniſters, and 
continuall pauegyricks,and orations made in praiſe thereof,that it is like no 
man would fora long time be endured, that ſhould reach any doftrine thar 
might any wayesſeeme to take men off from the deſire cheref. As there 
are many doArines and points of Religion amongſt our ſelves that have 
beene a long time taught with ſo high an hand, and generally received with 
ſo full an applauſe, thar it is nor ſafe for any man to appeare ſo much as in 
a ſeeming oppoſition to them, (though wich never ſo much modeſtie and 
cenderneſſe,) But, | 

Sixcly (and laſtly for this) whether God was pleaſed ro make uſe of one 
or both of their parciculars laſt mentioned, or any other like unto them, as 
a meanesto hide thac libercie of reſiſtance wee ſpeake of from the eyes of 
the primitive Chriſtians, orno z cerraine it is, that the frame and renour of 
his afrer diſpenſations, did require, thac ſuch a libertie ſhould be hid from 
chem ; or at leaſt that they ſhould not make uſe of it; as on the contrary, 
the natare and purport of thoſe difyenſations which God hath now in 
hand, requires thar this |ibertie ſhould be mantieſted and made knowne un- 
ro Ch s. We know that according co the counſell and foreknow- 
ledge of God, Antichriſt was then tn come into the world : as now wee 
know that he is abourto be deſtroyed and caſt our of che world, Now this 
isa general] rule, looke what trutkes were neceflary to be ſhut up and con- 
cealed from the Churches of Chrilt, thac Antichriſt might paſſe by, and ger 
up into his chroane ; the diſcovery and letting out of the fame into the 
world,areneceſlary tor his pulling downe, For cercaine it is, that Amti- 
chriſt could never have gorcen up into that throane, whereon hee yer firs 
and ſhewes himſelfe in his facrilegious glory, had not God by ſpeciall diſ- 
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penſacion ſuffered him ro mike many truths his foorſtoole. If all truths had 
beene clearely raughr in the Church of Chriſt,and accordingly received and 
beleeved, it had beene impoſſible that ever ſuch 2 monſter ſhould have gor- 
ren into the temple of God,that ſhould «xa/t himſelfe above all that which is 
called God. Bur God cauſing a dead ſleepe (as it were) to fall upon thoſe 
rruthes, which ſhould in ſpeciall manner have oppoſed him, hee had the 
opportunity without much- contradition or noyſe to ſteale and convey 
himſelfe into that Cathedrar prſtilentie,thar chaire of papall ſtare, which yer 
he poſſeſſeth. Now amongſt many other truths that were-of neceſſity to 
be laid aſleepe, for the paſſing of this beaſt unto his great power and autho- 
rity, and for the maintayning and ſafe-guarding of him inthe poſſeſſion. 
hereof, this is one of ſpecial conſideration ; that Chriſtians may lawfully in 
a |1wfull way, ſtand up to defend themſelves, in caſe they be able, againſt 
any unlawfull affaulrts ; by what aſſailants, or by what pretended Authori- 
tie ſoever made upon them. For had this opinion beenetimeouſly enough, 
and ſubftanrially raughc in the Church, 'ic would certainly have canſed an 
abortion in Antichriſts birth,and ſo have diſappointed the dive}! of his firſt- 
borne, Had not the ſpirits, and judgements,and conſciences of men beene 
as it were cowed 2nd marvellouſly imbaſed and kept under, (and ſo propa- 
red for Antichriſts lure) by do&rines and tenents, exceſſively advancing 
the power of ſuperiours, over inferiours, and binding Iron yokes :nd hea- 
vy burthens upon thoſe that were in- ſubjetion, doubtleſſe they would ne. 
ver have bowed downe their backes ſo low as to let ſuch a beaſt goe over 
chem,they would never reſigned up their judgements and conſciences into 
the hand of ſuch a ſpiricuall cyrant as he. So that you ſee, there was a ſpe- 
ciall neceſſirie for the letting of Antichriſt into the world, yea and for the 
continuance of him in his T hrone,that no ſtch opinion as this which wee 
ſpeake of, whether cruth or untruth ſhould be taught and Deleeved;l1 meane, 
which vindicateth and maintainerh, the juſt rights,and liberties, and priwi- 
ledges of thoſe that under authoriry,and ſubje&ion unro-others, 
Whereas, now on the contrary, that time -of Gods preord n-and 
purpoſe, for the downefal] of Antichriſt, drawing neere, 'there is9Fkinde of 
necetſicie,thac thoſe truths, which have ſlept for many yeares, ſhould now 
be awakened : and particularly that God ſhould reveale and diſcover unto 
his faithful miniſters, and other his ſervants the juſt bounds and limits of 
Authoritie, and power,and conſequently the juſt and full excent- of the laws- 
tu!l liberties of thoſe that live in ſubie&ion; Evident i 18, that they are the 
commonaltie of Chriſtians, I meane Chriſtians of ordinary ranke and qua- 
litie that ſhall be moſt ative,and have the principal] hand in execuring the 
judgements of God upon the Whore, Confider that place, Wn 
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And [ hrard anther voyee from heaven ſay, oe out of her my people, that yer 
be not partakers in ber finnes, and that ye receive mt of her plagues. For her ſins 
are Come up unto heaven,and God hath remembred her inuquaries. Keward hev 
even as fe bath rewarded you, and give her dowble according to her workgs,aud 
i the cup that foe hath filled to yow, fill her the double. Now that this ſervice 
ſhall be performed untg God by them ( Chriſtians I mean of under rank 
and qualitie) contrary SIG defires, or .comman1s of thofe Kings 


and Princes under whom \hey live, it appeares by that which immediatly 
followes, verſe 9. And the Kings of the earth ſpall bewaile her and lament for 
her, which have committed fornication and lived in pleaſure with her, wh-n they 
ſhall ſee the ſavoake of her burning. Ic is evident that che people of God ſpo- 
ken of before, were ſubiets to theſe Kings, that ſhould bewayle che where 
in her ruine;; forthey areſuch as come out of Babylon; which could nor 
be, except they had lived-under thoſe Kings that were Babyloniſh, and had 
given their Kingdomes to the whore,and by whom Babyluniſme had been 
.countenanced and ſer up. And that theſe (or at leaſt the greateſt part of 
them) ſhould no wayes conſent ro the deſtruftion of ,the whore by their 
ſubie&s,ic is evident by this ; they ſhould waile andlamrnt over her, when 
ſhe is deſtroyed, As for that which is found in the former Chepter concer- 
ning the 10. Kings(Rev.17.17.) Into whoſe heart God hath put it to give their 
Kingdomes or powrr to the Beaſt, where it is (aid, that theſe ſhonld hate the 
Whore and make her deſolate,and naked, and eat her flefh,and burne her with fire ; 
I conceive this is got meant ofthe perſons of Kings, buc of their States 
and Kingdomes,.e.of the generalicie of their people under them. 

I. Theexpreſſion, will fairely,and wich full conſonancie to the Scripture 
language elſewhere, carry this ſence and interpretation; the bodies of Stares 
or Kingdomes indefinitely taken and conſidered, being uſually ſignified by 
their heads, as Dukedomes by Dukes, Kingdomes by Kings,8c, as wee 
have had occaſion fermerly to obſerve more at large when ive produced (e- 
verall inſtances from the Scriptures of this kind of phraſe, I ſhall ( for the 
preſenthihib your remembrancer onely of that one, Dar.7.17.with verſe 23. 
where vafle the 17. the fore great Beaſts are (aid to be foure Kings that ſhall 
ariſe ont of the earth, Yer verſe 23. it is (aid that the fowrth Beaſt ſpall be the 
fourth Ki upon earth, which ſhall be diverſe from all Kingdones, i.e. all 
the other three Kingdomes formerly expreſſed by three Kings, I could di- 


rect you to ſeyerall other Texcs of Scripture where: the ſame manner of 
{peaking is found ; bur that I haſten, 2, If we take che word, Kings,pro- 
perly,s.e. preciſely for the perſons that are the heads and chiefe rulers of 
Kingdomes, inthar Scripture, and will ſay, that theſe ſha!l hate the whore and 
make ber deſolate, 5c. I apprehend no pollibility (for the preſent) of _ 
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conciling this place, with that other mentioned, Rev.i8:9. Where it is (aid, 
thatebe Kings of the carth ho have committed farnication and lived. delicienfly 
With her ſhall bewaile her, and lament for her, When they ſhall ſee the ſmoke of — 
her burning, Cercainely i}.ey that ſhall hate ber, and helpe to make hey deſolate, 
and to bxrxe her with fire, will not bewayle her, norlament over her, after 
{uch a manner,as 1s farther expreſſed in that which followes inthis Cha 
ter, As for that Expoſition, which by the Kings of the earth that ſhould 
bewaile and lament over the Whore in her burning, underſtandech Cardi- 
nails, Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, &c, who in their portand pompe are as 
Kings,it ſeemeth not probable ; | rather conceive theſe ro be the Merchants 
of rhc e.xrth that ſhould Weepe and Waile ever her, becauſe no man buyeth their 
WAYES any more, verſ.11. and who are faid to have Waxen rich, by that long 
trade and trafique they had had with the world, in thoſe Babiloniſh commo. 
dities, Theretore they are the ten Kingdomes indefinitely conſidered, 5. 
perſons living withit the ten Kingdomes , not the ten Kings _m - 
nally an | properly taken, that ſball hate the Whore and make her deſolate, 
and burne her fleſh with fire. Now this promiſe and predi&ion of God 
concerning the deſtrugion of the Whore by Chriſtians of inferiour ranke 
and qualitie,can hardly be conceived however it thould be fulfilled or take 
place, except the judgements and conſciences of men ſhould be loſed and 
ſer ac lihertie from the bands and ferters of thoſe enflaving Doarines and 
apprehenſions, wherewith they had beene formerly oppreſſed and made 
ſervile above meaſure, to thoſe that were in place and authority over them. 
Thusthen we ſee a ground and reaſon fully fatisfaftory, both how and why 
the Chriſtians in the Primitive times, whileſt Antichriſt was in comming, 
might well be ignorant of that liberty, the knowledge whereof would have 
kept h1m from his Throne;and alſo why that liberty ſhould now be revea- 
led by God and taught unto his people; the ignorance whereof would 
ſtill keepe and coatinue him upon his Throne, when Gods Will and Plea- 
ſure is that he ſhall be throwne downe,- Andthis for Anſwer to the Ob- 
jection laſt propounded ; and for the fixt Particular, by way of Anſwer to 
the maine ObjeRtion, Bur, 

7. (And laſtly }whatſvever the credit or authority of Tertulilian may be for 
the ſtreagrh of Chriſtians in Primicive times, to make reliſtance againſt their 
enemies; & how juſtifiable, or commendable ſoever the patience & ſubjefti. 

on of theſe Chriſtians in ſuffering as they did, may be by ſome. conceived to 
be, ſuppoſing they had ſuch a power to have defended themielves; as is 
ſuppoſed ; yer moſt certaine it is,that as well the authoricy of the one-asthe 
ſubmiſſion of the ocher, yea and both _—_— being both Apocriphall,are 
. ..: / 0d 
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roo light to weigh-againſt the authority of the prattice of that great Propnet: 
Elifia route. « reſiſtance againſt che Kings Meſſenger; chat was ſent a- 
gainſt him to cake away his head (as weinſtanced to you.in the former part 
of this Diſcourſe ) ns-alo againſt David,a man after Gods own heart, who 
being bur a private man, ſtrengrhened himſelfe.as well as bee could, both 
with men and armes, yea and with Goliahs {word to boote, to defend him- 
ſe}fe againſt the unjuſt and bloody perſecution of Sax! ; both which ex- 
amples (beſides others of like importance) are Canonicall. E/6s mult 
not be cenſured as an evill-doer, nor David condemned for a T raytor, or 
Rebel}, eicher becauſe Teyrmwltien fairh, that there were Chriſtians enough in 
the Romane Empire,to make their party good againſt che E mperour 8 tns 
wicked inſtruments, ner yer becauſe theſe Chriſtians did nor ſtand up in 
their owne defence, having ſufficiency of ſtrength to have done ir. Thus we 
ſee there is nothing at a)l in the patience or ſubmiſſion of the primitive 
Chriſtians, ſo much urged and inſiſted upon, to diſcounrenance that cauſe 
and ſervice, wherein your beſt concurrence-hath been deſired, of any conſi- 
deration-or concernment that way. To riſe up in your owne defence,in the 
defence of your lives, your eſtares, your liberties, your wives, your chil- 
dren, your-riends, your lawes, your religion, againſt choſe , who withour 
any lawfull Authoricy or Warrant either of God or men, are ri:en up with 
all their might, and all their power ro make havock, and ſpoile, and ruine 
of all,is no wayes offenſive eirher in the fighc of God, or reaſonable men. 
And (to conclude) if any man be afraid that Marryrdome ſhould ſuffer 
by this, as either chat the glory hereof ſhould be eclipſed, or that all oppor- . 
tunities of expreſſing our ſelves unco God and Jeſus Chriſt in ſuch a ſer- 
vice, ſhould becur off, and taken away by ſuch an opinion. I anſwer, No : 
The glory and praiſe of Martyrdome will remaine as entire, with this 1o- 
Arine, as without ir, and the opportunities of ſhewing our ſelves in our 
love and faithfulneſſe unco Chriſt in ſuch a ſervice, will no wayes be di- 
miniſhed hereby. fl 
For firſt, the glory and praiſe of Martyrdome. or ſuffering for Chriſt, 
doth not conſiſt in lying down,and ſuffering proud and wicked men to ride 
over our heads, in firing ſtill whileſt our eſtaces, liberties, wives, children, 
friends, are ruined and deſtroyed before vur faces, when God purs an op- 
porcunity'into our hand to defend them ; the name and Goſpell of Jeſus 
Chriſt would racher ſuffer loſle by fuch a patience as this, then any wayes 
gaine ; ir were more Infidel}-like, then Chriſtian,not ro make the beſt pro- 
viſton we can, for the ſafety of thoſe that are fo neare- co us itt ſuch a cafe. 
Bur the:grace —_— of Marcyrdomelyetk in rhis; Firſt, when a man is 
c 


refolyed to profeſle the name, and faith of Chriſt, whar d:nger ſoever hee 
incurs 
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incurs, what loſſe ſoever he ſaſtaines, or is like ro ſuſtaite by it, - Secondly; 
When ic comes to the neceffiry of ſuffering, thac he bau}kes not,nor faulrers 
wich Chriſt : that he is noc avy wayes aſhamed of him, or any of his words, 
or waycs, Thirdly, When a man diſdeignes deliverance yon: any bale 


rermes, or by unworclry means, that ſcornes to fly away for the-enjoy 
of any reſt, except ir be withthe wings ofa Dove (the Scripture Embleme 
of innocency ) which us cavered with ſubver wings (a3 D avid() ) and hov 
feather: lik yellow gold. It is ever honourable ro fly wich ſuch wings a#tbele. 
Fourthly (and laſtly )when God doth nor open a doore of lawfull eſcape 
unto him, either by flight or otherwiſe, bur hedgeth him up (as.it were)with 
thornes inco the hand of the ; that he patiently and with-meek- 
neſſe and compoſedneſſe ef {pirit, without any breakings out in one kinds 
or other, without any agen of difconcenc either againſt God or man, 
ſbmiueth hinmſelfe unco the troke, in what kinde ſoever ir falls - as him, 
And ſeeondly, for opportanities of Ma of {uffering for Chriſt, 
and that in numbers mere then we defire, rhey will nor bz wanting, though 
wefhall nor ſuffer.every baſe Cavalier, that ſaith he is for the King to eur 
our throats, or to plunder our Cities, Torynes, or Houſes, co commir ouc- 
rages and inſolencies upon Wives, Children, Friends; 8&c. £ | 
1. Iris a ſuffering for Chriſt{and ſo a degree or kinde of Marryrdonie 
co ſuffer thoſe things which we doe, in feares, in dangers, in diſtrations, in 
runnings, or removings upand downe, in diſappei of our affaires, 
in the loſle, expence, or fo1bearance of our eftaces, by thoſe men or Belial, 
that are as thornes in our eyes, and ſcourges in our ſides, only: or chiefly 
becauſe we will be that in open and conſtant profeſſion, which by the = 
of God we are inwardly and in the truth ot our ſoules ; becauſe we will noc 
proſtitute our conſciencesto the luſts of cheir Father the devill, we wilt nor 
give the right hand of fellowſhip to them, in thoſe deſperace courſes of.wic« 
kedneſſe and prophanneſſe wherein they are engaged, and wherein (i 
ſeemes) they meznc to weary, yea and weare themſelves our before they 
will give over, | 
2.. Welie opento the hatred and malice, to the mockingsand ſcoffings, 
cothe rayling and revilings, rothe ſt:nders and lyings ofche -whole-malig- 
nantparty round about us + and that becauſe we holdforth the Lord Je 
Chriſt inhis- holinefſe and purity, in his power and authovity over the 
world;in his truth, and Gaichfilaefle, in his mercy,. and: goodnefle, in his 
glory, and Majeſty, in our lives,and converſations, And this is a Martyr« 
dome roo, or ſuffering for Chriſt. | | 
3. {And laftly) we know not how-foon or faddenly we may be called 
out by'God, to (offer even perfe and compleace Marryrdome cy 
| E 2 ay 
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Jay downe our lives for Chriſt ; when God will hedge up every way of 
eſcape xgainſt ns withrhornes, and leave us in Peters Rtreights, To ſtrerch 


' forth our hands, and have anther to girdus, and to lead us whither we would 


»ot. Folm 21.18. So that we ſhall leave occaſions,and opportunities enough, 
even as many as God himſfelfe ever made, for the expreſſing of our love 
and faithfulneſſe umo Chriſt and his Goſpell in wayes of ſufferir g, though 
we ſtand up like men, and quit our {elves'with all our might, and all our 
Rrength, againſtthoſe aſſacinares, and ſworne Sword-men of the devill, 
who have conſpired the death and ruine of all thar feareth God in the Land, 

Only for a cloſe of all that I have to ſay in this poinr, lec me adde this 
one thing by way ofraution, that opportunities of ſuffering Marryrdome 
will not alwayes continue in the Church for the ſervants of (39d : yea, the 
time:draweth'negre, when they ſhall ce. ſc and be n2 more. T he ſad retinue 
of the firſt things, (as they are called Rev. 20. 4 ) which hath been a long 


. time.in paſſing by, even for many Generations, is now :Imolt quice paſſed; 


God is now bringing up the reere of chis hoſt of ſorrowes, an when this is 
paſſed ;he will turne the wheele of his providence and diſpenſ. trons, be- 
tween hisown-Charch; and the Synagogue of S:than; That ſide which hach 
been down hitherto, ſhall be upward, and thar'which hath been above, ſhall 
be below: Now the devils Saints, and the Children of the Whore, even all 
fearefwull and unbelecving encs,and abominableyand murtherers. ani Whoremon - 


andche Samrs of che moſt high ſhall give them double, of their owne cup, 
* They tated into: captivity hitherto, ſhall now goe into captivity themſelves: 
and they that kit-d with the ſword hitherto, ſhall now be killed with the: ſword 
themſelves, And who they are that ſhall now lead into capr'vity, and ſlay 
with the {word, you may informe your ſelves, Rev. 18. 6, 7. ReWard her, 
even 145 foe hath rewarded you : you, wiz. inyour Brethren, that have walked 
in the ſteps of the {ame faith and bolineſſe wich you : And give her double, 
Cc. 'T his 1s the honour which the Saints ſhall have, ro execur: the judrememt 

that ts Written, upon th: Whore. q 
Another motive to ſtrengthen your hand the ſame way, may be to conſi- 
der, that as the cauſe recommended co you'isevery waies juſtifable,ſo is it a 
marcer ofche higheT Scdeepeſt comternmentunto you ro ſtand byug ad- 
vance it to the utmolt you are able, yea (if 1twere poſſible )above $ beyond 
what you are able to do.;Al} your intereſts, relaticns, & concernmers in this 
world are bound up in it: yea, it narrowly concernes you in relativn to the 
world which is ro come, your everlaſting eſtate and condition isnoclight- 
ty concerned in ir, - Firſt, what have yourin this:world amongft all tha 
which you call yours, any wayes deare-or precious unto you, but that rhe 
line 
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p—_ things beſices, muſt call you Maſters no more, if you fall 
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lIme of chis cave, whatſoever ir proves, is hiketo be ſtretched upon ir : the 
cauſe which is now depending and pleading between you and your adver- 
ſaries, will certainly be either the riſing or falling of ir. | 
1, Foryour Eſtares, theſe are already deſigned, by your enemies, for a 
reward and recompence of their labour and travell in procuring your ruine. 
Your filver, and gold, your houſes, and jands, with all your precious 
into 
ands of theſe devourers, If they prevaile,they will be like a /w:eping ran? 
(as Solomon (peakes) that Will /a7:e no food, You muſt lJooke for no other 
»erci:s from them, but thoſe that are crzel/; you heare daily from divers 
parts of the Land, of whart ſpirit they are it. this kinde +, what ſpoyle and ra- 
pine they make of the precious ſubſtanee of your Brechren, where they have 
opportunity to fall ; notwithſtanding they are not yet- in. a poſture to their 
mindes, to follow this occupation of rpine and ſpoile, as they defire and 
hope to doe. They have a bridle of ſome feare- in the- jawes of their fury, 
they cannot ſtay by their work, they cannot gather-in their harveſt (o-cleaae 
as they deſire. Buc if they doe theſe things being bur yer in the yalley,whar 
will they doe, if they ſhonld make.good. the moumaine -2 if they commis 
ſuch inſolencies as.thefe in il.c day of their feares, what will they doe.jnthe 
day of their power, if ever this Sua ſhould ariſe upon them 7 I beſeech'you 
conſider this, you that have lived at eaſe, and in all fulnefle hizherro; and 
have wanted nothing of all that your hearts could defire,to make your liyes 
comfortable unto you ; that have had food, and rayment,and Jodging,and 
harbour, upon ſuch rermes, that your fleſh it ſelfe, though apt enough to 
murmure and complaine, hath yer been aſhamed to complaine of any want 
or ſcarcity in any kinde ; tel] me how, or what will you-do in ſuch a day, 
wherein your faire necks, that never had yoke upon them to this day, ſhall 
be wruag and galled, and torne with thoſe Iron. yokes, of poverty, naked- 
neſſe, hunger, cold, contempr, want of all chings ? Will not the. dayes and 
yeares of your former plenty and fulneſſe be ſeen upon you in abundance of 
ſorrow and extremity © And is it not in yaine for you to thinke- that this 
cup ſhall paſſe by you, that you dninke not of it,if ever ix. be in the power of 
choſe enemies of yours we ſpeake of, ro make you todrinke © Daubileſſe 
they muſt want of their will if you doe not drinke, yea and ſuck outthe/ve- 
ry dregs of it. Whereas on the contrary, if you. ſhall only. this one time 
make good your ſtandings againſt them, and break this enterpriſe, as far as 
humane reaſon is able ro judge, and according-to the- ordinary courſe of 
Gods admiftration of things in the world; they are never like 40 riſe up @- 
g:inſt you, nor to endanger the peace of your outward enjoyments the {e- 
cand time, If you will now be perſwaded to give out:your-ſclyes like men, 
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co:advance the cauſe in hand,that which you doe is like to bea buſworke, 
and arvimpregnable defence for the time to:come, to your poſſeſſions, and 
eſtaces, againſt all violence and oppreſſion of men/in uhis kind. 

2, For your liberties, this is another pretious poſſeſſion of yours in the 
world. I ſpeake here onely of your civill or politick libertie, which is of 
noms 00 on arid defirableneſſe (if nor of ſaperiour) with your 

: and this likewiſe will certaraly- be ' and' ſeized upon;and 
rurned into a miſerable ſlavery and e, if chat bloody generarion 
ſhall carry the day againſt you, and make themſelves Lords over you. T hat 
of Pever, 2 Pet.2.19. is like ro come upon you in this caſe : of whomſocver 
a'nan is overcome, of the ſane he is browght into bondage. Tt may be you are 
act genierally ſo apprehenfive and fenſible of the precionſnefſe :nd ſweer- 
nefſe of your liberties, as of your eſtares; you doe not place ſo much of 

eutward comfort-and contentment in the one;as in the other. The rea- 
whereof I conceive to be partly becaufe wee are generally borne free, 
end therefore take no 'care or painesco come by it, whereas many are 
borne pore, and to inherit lictle but what they can get by the ſwear of their 
brewes- partly becanſc libertie is as plentiful! amongft us as filver was in 
Solomons dayes ; which was therefore little efteemed-becauſe it was as plen- 
jm Pr inthe ſtreet, and as the Wild Figtrees that yreW abundantly in 
plaive; there isnonea us buris as free as another ; bur there is 
difference'in reſpett of eſtate ; partly alſo, becauſe we ſee few in any 
ing or hard condition, we heare few cryes or complaints for want of 
liberty, whereas we both heare and ſee daily whar hardſhip and things grie- 
yeus tofleſh and blood, are endured by many, both men, women and chil. 
dren-for want of meanecs,and an outward eſtare, Haply for theſe and other 
reaſons ehar might be given, our liberties are not ſo high priſed with us as 
marter of eſtate is ; but if we did judge righteons judgement ( as our Savi- 
our ſpeakes) or ifwe had but the ſenſible advantages and quicknings to 
raife our thoughts and apprehenſions concerning our liberties; which wee 
have in reference to ourcftares, and which many others in the world have, 
in refercheervlibertyi felfe ; we would rhinke our liberties every whit 
ay worthy to be placed ar our right hands, a$ our eſtates, 'F muſt nor ſtand 
rs diſcoutſe the benefir and fweernefle of this bleſſmg of libertie ; concer- 
tritng which, many grear and excellent things might be ſpoken. I ſhall onely 
fey this; thut if we lived bar a while in thoſe States, where the poore ſubje& 
iba agrth wa _ Iron yoke of _—_ e, and bowes downe the backe, and 
grones ut heavy preſſure 0 ation and tyrannic, as under the 
great Turſte;or it the Srare of Perſia oh or in France it ſelfe (which: is 
rivere at hand”) and did bur obſerve the miſerable and hard termes and 
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conditions, that by reaſon of ſuch ſlavery and live-under,then 
a dram of thac libertie which yer avs would be as pretious rs n$;-e5 
a drop of could water would have beene to the rickman in hell, -whenihe 
was {o grievouly tormented in thoſe flames, Now rhenthis is char which T 
hold forth unto you in this motive to be confidered-of, that if ever you 
ſhall ſuffer the hand of the M partie, which isnow ip in and 
great fury againſt you, to find their enterpriſe, -if-the day falls 10 'be theirs, 
you mult looke te be deal; withall in your hberry, asin youreftares ; there 
will no partialitie be ſhewne by theſe men berweene them, they rhar ill 
not ſpare you in your eſtares, neither will they favour you im your libertis: 
they have bands,and chaines, and fetters already prepared for yourhatds 
and feer, and Irens that will enter inco your ſoules, + You muſt know thar 
they are animated and acted againſt you, with the ſpirir-ofthat fourth beaſt 
in D axeel, which was unlike unto all the ethers, very , whoſe reerl was 


- 


wi 
nffer,to have and to poſſeſſe ns they ſhall a 
how'intollerable a condimen (I ſay ) rhis is | 
have beene free men and women all your da 
of your ſelves and of alt your wayes, and 
vidence of God hath caſt mmumo you npon your or: of | 
you will finde the change very ſharpe and tereible,'beyond able 
to expreſle, or your ſelves forthe ablero apprehend, Whereas on | 
the contrary, if y ou ſha]t hold our this one impreſſionand/onſet whichrthey 
are now-making upon you, and:make good the ground you ſtand 'on againſt © - 
them ; you ſhall breake their cords in ſunder, and caſt their bands from 
you for ever ;-you ſhall make ſack arr intaylement of this pretious inhers- 
tance we ſpeake of, your libercie,to yourchildren, and childrens children, 
thas they ſhall.never-be-able to cur off, If they be but now broken, they ate 
not like ever to make .themſelves whole againe : if youwill be perſwaded 
ro be men of wiſedome once, you maybe men of comfort and peace ever 
afrer. - f s ET; : 
3.For your wives and children, theſe (I make accountJare another pan of 
your pretiousirijoyments in this world:But as for theſe, neicher are they like 
| ro 
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co finde any berter quarter in their kind f-om theſe bags of blood and baſe. 
nelle, then your libercies and eſtates in their'kind, Nay as theſe are capable 
of the impreſſions of more of thoſe vile affetions which rage in theſe men, 
ſo are they like ro ſuffer upon termes yer more grievous, even according to 
the urmolkt of their capacities inchis kind : The rage of their Juſts (I meane 
of many of them) is as barbarous and cruell, as the rage of their crueltie ic 
ſelfe, And what meaſure you are to expett both in the one and in the other, 
in luſt and crueltie towards theſe, your wives (I meane)and children;them- 
ſelves have proclaimed in your eares aloud it: choſe patternes and examples 
of this kinde, whichin ſeveral places of the land, they have ſet for them- 
ſelves ro fellow in their future courſe, 'I preſume you have heard of divers 
inſojencies and 'outrages of abomination commured by them with an 
high hand, ſuch as have made both your eares to tingle in the hearing. 
Therefore confider and weigh ic well with your ſelves : put your hearrs up- 
on deepe and ſad, and ſerious apprehenſions of it, how grievous and heart- 
gen rus Ark ſoule-curting a ſight it would be unto you to ſee the honour * 
and chaſtirie of. your wives, & daughters plundredby the barbarous luſts of 
theſe bruriſh men, who are ready co poure out their abhaminable filchi- 
neſſe and uncleanneſle where ever they be-come, and when they have done 
execution-upon their honours, wich the luſts of uncleanneſſe in the Fronr, 
co bringup the luſts of crueltie in the Reare, to doe the like execution upon 
their-lives and bloed, Aſſure your (elves, that the divel! hach che driving 
of therh, and he will make chem runne :nd keepe his pace, as f:r as ever the 
ſtrengrh of any vilenefſe and wickednefſe in them will hold our, And fo for 
Lo i wer ones that are not for their luſts : ic is much to bee feared char in 
that reſpe&;, they will double their cruelties upon them, as you have heard 
(I preſume) char their Brethren in [rc/and, baptiſed inco the ſame ſpirit of 
blood and abhomination with them, have done, Oh, bow can you beare 
the thoughts of ſuch a day likely ro come upon you, wherein your young 
children thall be caken by the hand of an inhumane monſter, and daſhed in 
peeces againſt che ſtones, or torne one limbe from another, or toſſed upon 
the-paint of the Pike or Speare, Aiſure your ſelves that the day of all theſe 
aſtoniſhing things, and perhaps of things more intolerable a aſtoniſhing 
then thele, is like ro como upon you,except you will bee perſwaded to re. 
deeme it, and buy it off,ac che rate of your utmoſt endeayours, and of all 
youareableto doeto prevent it, if God will vouchſafe the grace and mer- 
cy t& you; to ler you have it at any rate, | 
4. That honorable Senate of both Houſes of. Parliament, conſiſting of 
molt ofthe worthies of the Land, ( 1 meane for men of their ranke and 
qualitie) to whoſe unwearied labours, and diligence, and EI 
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zeale and expence, under God, you and your whole Nation owe your. 
lives 8 |tbercies, both ſpiritual and cemporall, yea eftaces and all your ſweer 
enjoyments hitherto z and in whole peace and preſervacion all you yet in- 


joy,as farre as reaſon is able to diſcerne and judge, is bourid up ; (ſo that 


I may well reckon theſe amongſt your remporall enjoyments) theſe are like 
to periſh and to be cut off by the right hand ot iniquitie, if that generation 
of men whoſe b!oody cruelties you both have beene heretofore, and are 
now againe exhorted with all your mightto oppoſe, ſhall ever ger the upper 
hand, We know it is this aſſembly, that have ſtood by you and ſRucke 
cloſeto your libe: ties,and the truth and purity of that Religion you pro- 
feſſe ; that are the bulwarke and defence againſt che furious impreſſions of 
thoſe wicked ones, upon you, and a)l thatis yours; And they know as 
much tco,and looke upon them accordingly : they are they that have rob- 
ed theſe beares of their whelpes, that have ſhaken the foundation of Po- 
peryy Prelacy, and prophanneſle in the Land ; and thatare at worke up- 
en it night and day, to make it a land of righceouſneſſe, which is an 
element that theſe kinde of Creatures know not how to live in, And in this 
regard, theſe are th: men of cheir rage and hatred above others z theſe are 
the mountaines that ſtand ia their way ; and what will they not doe, 
what will they nor ſuffer co remove them,or caſt them downe,and make 
them into a plaine 7 doubtleſle they are ſicke, and long for their blood, as 
much as ever David longed for the waters of the well of Bethleems. And if 
they ſhall ever be bur able to difllve the power and proceedings of this 
Parliament now ſiting, the way will be open and ready for them, either to 
ſave off all Parliaments for the future, or (which 1s of more dangerous con» 
ſequence of the two ) to make them themſelves: and ſo the Sunne of che 
glory and peace of this Nation is like to ſer upon it for ever, Therefore 
now conſider (I beſeech you) of how lamentable and unſuppo: table a con- 
ſequence it would be, if this Spring ſhould be rrowbled (a5 Solomons compa- 
riſon is) if theſe righteous ſhall fall befcre cheſe wicked ones ; and Cava- 
liers Swords gdrinke Senators blood : And how would it be a blotupen you, 
and make vour memoriall an infamy and reproach throughout a}l genera- 
tions, if it ſhould be (aid, that you fate ſtil] and did nothing, bur keepe up 
your mony, while theſe men periſhed at your ſide, who had beene a guard 
and ſafery to you and to all that you had : yea that laboured and travailed 
with the honours and ſafetie of the whole Land, and were ready to cry out, 
and to have beene delivered, buc that in the very breaking forth: of the chil- 
dren, your covetouſneſſe,and your unfaichfulneſſe,and remiſleneſſe berray- 
ed them into the hands of their enemies, who cruelly deſtroyed both Pa- 
rentsand Ckildren at once, Not to frede your enemie When hee bungers,or 


when he is thirfly, not to give him drinks, is by the Holy Ghoſt himlelfe in- 
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rected ; to be a revenging your {elves on him ; and withall to be 2 mat- 
ter of high diſpleaſure and offence unto God, I beſecch you, if notto ſave 
the life ofan enemy whenicis in danger, nay if not to ſupplic ſuch neceſlt- 
ties of his, which yer perhaps doe not touch his life, bea fin of that provo- 
cation in the fight of God ; What fin will chat be, or by what name ſhall it 
be called, or what ſhall the meaſure of the provocation of it in the eyes of 
God be, when .men ſhall ſuffer the greateſt and faichfulleſt freinds they 
have, that for a long time together have laboured for them in the very fire 
night and day, in the very mid{t of their ſore conflicts and* ſtrivings with 
men, and that cheifely for their ſakes, to periſh by the hand of cheir enc- 
mies, when it was in their hand and power co relieve them © Surely men 
muſt create a New Name, and God will create a new puniſhment or hel] 
for ſuch a ſin, 

5: (And lyſtly for marter of this worlds concernment) what doe you 
thinke of yoar lives themſelves ; if thoſe men of blood ſhall carry theeay, 
and ever come to {et up their banners amongſt you ? Will they not be ſold 
as Cheap as Sparrows were among the ] ewes, five for two farthings 7 Nay, 
will thoy not be crodden down and trampled upon like clay and mire in the 
Streeres, by the foot of the pride, and rage, and infolency. of theſe men ? 
Would noc yourfleſh be as a feaſt of fat things unto them, and your blood 
asnew Wine ? Or ifthey did ſpare your lives, would it not be only out of 
a defire and intent to adde unto your miſeries, to gaine opportunity of in+ 
fiting many deaths upon you ? Perhaps they have learned a deliberate 
cruelty, from that bloody Emperour Nero : who when any perſon that was 
accuſed, and under the ſtroke and din of his power, defired of him thar he 
might be diſpatched, and put to death, was wont ro make anſwer, Non ita 
Icam in gratians reds : i, He was nor yer fo far friends with him, as to give 
him leayeto die : he meant co have more ſatisfation out of tkem, then ſo. 
So if theſe men give you your lives for a time, you muſt not looke to have 
them given you upot>ſuch termes, as God ſometimes in common deſtru- 
&iors gives his ſervancs their lives : viz. For « prey, or booty : Nogthey will 

be piven you'only as:meanes or engines wherewith ro torment you. Ic may 
be they will deſire ro reſerve and keep you aliue;to make ſpeRtators of you, 
of all char bloody Tragedy they meane to a& upon all that belongs to you, 
Mm fetting your Houſes, and Cities on fire, in raking away your goods,in of- 
tering villeany co your wives, and your danghters, and then mangling and 

mallacting evem when chey have done, And then when they kaverthrough- 
you with fuck ſcorpions as theſe, ir w tike they will deliver you 
- imtothehand of death, Certaine itis, thar the ſpirix char works intheſe 
rarfed children of difobedrence which are now your adverſaries, lufts nor 


only 
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onely to. your temporall ruine and deſtruftion, but to your over- 
laſting ruine and deftruion allo, as farre as jc knowes how to bee 
attive in it, Our Saviour himſclfe ſeemes 'ro imply as muth, 
AMatth.10.28, where he commands us »or to frave theſe” which kill the 
body : but are not able to kill the ſoule : as farre as they are able to 
goe in hatred and malice againſt the Saints, they doc goe, they doe 
kill the body ({aith our Saviour) Hee doth not ſay, feare nog thoſe 
that can kill the body, but, which doe, aftually, frequently end from 
time to time, kill the body, but are not able to bill the ſonle 5 doubtlefſe 
ntimating, that if they were able, they would kill body and ſoule, 
an1 all, And ſomewhat more plainely (I conceive) 70h. 10. and 1 
give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
man plucke (or pull ) them ont of mine hand; cleerely implying;rhac 
the divell and hs inſtruments, wicked men, are readypeo and 
tugge hard to get even his ele& themſelves out of his hands, our 
of that hand of eleftion and grace, which hee hath layd upon them, 
and whereby he holds chem faſt. Thus the ſtory of the martyrs re- 
ow. that when che Popiſh Prelaces, and Prieſts were ready to 

ave execution done npon that faithfull ſervant of God Fobn Huſſe, 


they uſed theſe word-, Now wee commir thy ſowle wnto the Divell : 


And when Hierom of Prague,through long and grievous impriſon- 


ment grew very ſicke, and (as himſelfechought) neere unto death, 
deſired that hee might have a confeſſor (being ic ſeemes, conſcienci- 
ous this way) the ſtory faith, chart very hardly, and with great 1m- 
porrunirie it could bee obteyned : which ſhewes, that it was 
and torment to his enemies, that hee ſhould have any thing, thar in 
their opinion might bee a meanes ro ſave his ſoule, after hee was 
dead ; beſides many other like ireynes of the ſame ſpirit, which 
thar ſtory preſents unco the diligent Reader, Now then, there be. 
ing a ſpirit of this profound, deepe, and divelliſh enmitie againſt 
you, working in the Bowells and inward parts of thele men, to 
deſire not onely your temporall, but eternal! death alſo, -it is none 
other like, bur if they ſuſpe&t and. doubt of the ſtrengech of their 
arme, for the ſending of you by death into Hell ( as '| make little 
ueſtion but they doe, they have no great hope of khun:ing-your 
Ga into the botromlefſe pit, which is reſerved for their owne) 
they will themſelves create a Hell for you, as full of rorment -and 


cruell burnings ap they c:n make ir, and caſt you into it them 
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ſelves before youdie, and ſo be gotten out of their reach. So that 
there isnothing to bee looked for from theſe men bur death, or 
that which is worſe then death, a life ro contribute towards the 
increaſe of the painey and forrowes of your death: and ſo indeed 
death howſoever, Therefore I beſeech you conſider the weight 
of this branch of the preſent motive alſo. Will you thinke of 
keeping or ſaving your eſtates, to the loſſe or imminent danger 
of your lives ? Shall you not keepe your money to make a 
goodly purchaſe, if you bring all theſe great evills and miſeries 
upon you thereby? Though in many other caſes you mighc 
make much gaine and advantage by making the Divell a lier , 
yet it will bee your. wiſedome, to juſtific him in that his ſaying ; 
thinne for 'skinne, (vr rather skinne after skinne, or, skinne upon 
Skinne ) «ndagil that bee hath will a man give for hus life , If you 
haveſo much of men in you,as Sathan your enemy ſuppoſerh (ir 
ſeemes) that you have) to value your lives atany ſuch rate above 
all your polleſſions whatſoever, ſhew it this day, and make a for- 
tification and bulwarke of all that you have for their defence and 
ſafetie z So/29mon (we know) made ſome hundreds of Targets, and 
Shields of Gold : ic ſhould not be grievous to any man to ſacri- 
fiee his eſtate, his Gold and Silver upon the ſervice of his life, 
| There is a time to keepe ( ſaith Solomon) and a time to (pind, 
or to calt away, Eccleſ;, 3. 6. Cerrainely of all other, that is no 
time to keepe, when a mans life lies at the ſtake, and is in all 
likelihood not to bee redeemed but by caſting away, Thus much 
for your temporall and outward injoyments, they are all involved 
and concerned to the utmoſt, in the preſent occalion and (ſervice, 
which you have beene exhorted, to promote and further with all 
your {trength,and all your po: ver. 

Bur ſecondly, ic were well (at leaſt ir were leſſe to bee iayd to 
heart, iz were a matter of faire lighter moment and importance ) 
if your outward concernments onely, though it were even to life 
it ſelfe, were imported in that great occaſion, which is now on 
foot, and hath beene againe and againe recommended unto you; 
bur behold greater things then theſe. Your ſpirituall concern- 
ments alſo, are like ro ſuffer, and that in a very high degree, if 
Gog and Meyee prevaile, if ever you come to bee at the allowance 
of Cayaliers, Papiſts,and Athieſts, that haye taken the field againſt 


you, 
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you, for the things of Heaven, You are like to have ſtones in 
ſtead of bread, and Scorpions in ſtead of Fiſh, Thoſe golden 
Pipes, by which Heaven and Earth are (as it were) joyned to- 
gether, and have lively cemmunion each with other ; I meane 
your pure ordinances of worſhip, which kave both the wiſedome,. 
and grace,and goodneſſe of God abundantly in their frame, will 
be cut off, and others of Lead laid in their ſtead ; ordinances 
I meane of an humane conſtitution and frame, whoſe chiefe ſub- 
ſtance, or ingredients will bee the wiſedome and will, i.e. the 
folly and Corrupt affeftions of men, by which, not Heaven, bur 
Hell, and the world will bee joyned together, and the trade 
and rraffique berweene both places, much quickned- and ad- 
vanced, ordinances which will bee ready to bee caſt as dung 
into your faces by God,when you have beene exerciſed inthem, 
You muſt never looke to ſee the goings of Godin the 
SanRtuary, as you have done, to ſee any more viſions of life . 
and immorrtalitic let downe from Heaven unto you , in theſe 
houſes of viſion : thoſe exceflent raviſhments and raptures of 
ſpiric, thoſe cakings up into the third Heaven by ſeeing . him 
that was greater then Solomon in all his glory, will ceale from. 
you, Thoſe pure ſtreames of the Goſpell will bee all bemired 
an] ſoyled, when they are given unto you to drinke: Yea hap- 
pily and poyſoned too, by the influence of the corrupt minds- 
and judgements of thoſe that ſhall give them unto you, You 
muſt looke to have the Goſpel] turned upſide downe, and to 
be madeto ſtand in perfet conjunttion with Hell, with looſe- 
neſſe, wickedneſſe,and prophaneneſſe, andin oppoſitionto Hea- 


| ven, Grace and Holineſſe; to be made a Sayour of death to thoſe 


that ſhall bee ſaved ; and a Savour of life to thoſe that ſhall ; 
riſh, Ir will bee made to frowne. upon. thoſe that are godly, 
and ro looke cheerefally and comfortably upon looſe men. 
So that if your ſoule ſhall luſt for theſe Sommer fruits, if you 
ſhall deſire ro have communion with God in communion and 
fellowſhip with his Saincs, If you ſhall deſire at any time to bee 
rained upon by a ſhower of life and peace from Heaven ;.you 
muſt repaire againe co the woods and mountaines, or to the co- 
verc of ſome cloſe and ſecret place, where-you mult eate the bread 
of your ſoules in perill of your lives ; as your forefathers did in 
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ueene Marie; dayes, on with danger of ſuffering whatever the 
malice and revengefull ſpiric. of your enemies ſhall cthinke good f 
-or can deviſe to inflit upon you. 

Therefore now conſider, you that have had the liberty of your 
SanQuaries, and of your publike aſſemblies, that have beene fed 
with hony out of the Rocke, and with th: fineſt wheace of Heaven, 
you that have had an open and free trade tro Heaven,and have had 
glorious returnes from them day after day, to whom the Miniſte- 
ry of the Goſpell, hath beene as the wings of the morning, as Cha. 
riots of fire to carry you up and downe as it were in ſpiritual] 
ſtate and triumph berweene Heaven and earth ; Oh how will chat 
day be asthe ſhaddow of death unto you, wherein you muſt ex- 
change your Quailes and Manna from Heaven, for the Garlike 
and Onyons of Epypr, when you ſhall heare the Pope and his 
Hierarchie prgached up to the Heavens, and Jeſus Chriſt with 
his Saints preached downe to the earth, and made to. fic at their 
foorſtoole, when your ſoules and conſciences ſhall bee compaſſed 
abour wich lies and errors and the Commandements of men, 
in the Miuiſtery of the word, in ſtead of thoſe ſpiricuall and 
/ wg cruths, which were wont co bee as ſo many Angels ſent "i 

om the preſence of God to comfort you ; Joubrleſſe if ever 
you ſaw the h:avens opened over your heads by an cffeRuall and 
**Z . ſound Miniſtery, and Jeſws Chrift ftanding at the right hand of 
: God in elory, as Stephen did, if ever you ſmell the ſavor of life by 
 Jefus Ghritt preached ; the day wherein ſuch a miniſtery ſhall 
bee taken from you, will bee like the day wherein the Sunne 
ſhall bee covered with Sack-cloath, and the Moone turned into 
blood, and the Starres in the Firmament of Heaven Joſe their 
light, The change will bee every whic as ſad unto you, as that 
was unto David, when hee was driven from the SanRuary and 
preſence of God, and compelled to dwel! in Meſech, and make 
bu habitation in the Tents of Kedar, If this exchange made him 
cry out, wo? #5 mz: : You mult thinke ic will bze a double woe unto 
you, when the Arke of God ſhall be raken from you, and D agon 
ſetup in irs ſtead, when the diſpenſations and adminiſtrations 
of Heaven, which were ſpirir and life, the light of Gods coun- 
renance i; ſelfe unto you, ſhull bee exchanged for the ſtatutes and 
ordinances of Romy, which are like combes and ſepulchers, ha- 
ving - 
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: | wy nothing in them but rottenneſſe and dead mens bones; 
If ſuch a day were now upon you, what would you give to buy 
it off ? and is not the purchaſe of the prevention of it wonh as 
much © 
It may be there are ſome amongſt you wheſe ſoules and cen- 
ſciences were never yet engaged, eyther by the puritie or power 
of any of the ordinances of God ;z who never yet knew what it 
was to bee kindly touched from Heaven by any ſpirituall admi- 
niſtration; to ſuch as theſe i js like D agon may bee as good as the 
Arke; the devices and inventions of men, as beautifull as ſavory, 
in the houſe and worſhip of God, as thoſe ordinances themſelves 
which have the perfe& image and ſuperſcription of God upon 
chem : a miniſtery that is low,and cold,and fer in conſort with the 
Earth, and the things thereof ; as that which is calculated for the 
Meridian of Heaven, and breathes life and immoralitie in the 
faces of mens ſoules continually, If ſuch as theſe lend but a dull 
or deafe care to the motion, cannot finde ſo much as rwo mites: 
in their eſtates co caſt into the creaſury of God, it is not mack to 
be marveiled at, But for you that know how lictle the chaſfe isro - 
the wheate; I beſeech yon to have this ſence of the buſineſle re- 
commended to-you, that when you have done the utmoſt of whar 
you are able co doe for the advancement of it, you-would yet un- 
fainedly deſire ro doe more. | oy 
Thirdly, To engage you yer further to give our your ſelves fully ". 
3 freely as you have bin exhorted, you may pleaſe to conſider,that 
as all your pretious intereſts, whether in the things of this life, or 
of that which is co come, are deepely concerned in it, ſo are all 
the like intereſts of all your brethren, the godly perſons in the 
land concerned likewiſe, And if the cauſe ſhould ſuffer or miſcar- 
ry, it would beeas a ſword that would paſſe through all the righ- 
reous ſoules chroughout the land ; i would 'bring ſuch « day of 
ſorrow, lamentativn, and woe upon the generation of the ſer- 
vants of God throughout the Kingdome, as ſcarce hath beene 
heard of inall ages: ic will cauſe all their hands co hang downe, 
and their knees co wax. feeble, and their hearrs co wither as the 
graſſe ; it will fill all their eyes with ceares, and their hears with 
heavineſle : there will bee no end of thoſe evills and miſeries 
which will come upon them in that day, . The breach that will _ 
made- 
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made upon them will bee like the great breaches of che Sea 
which cannot bee repaired. Itwas a night of much ſadneſle co 
the land of Egypr, when God flew in every houſe onethrough- 
out the whole Land : the Text ſaith, There was 4 grievous Cry 
throughout the whole land of Egypt wpon it : But this cup was given 
ro the Egyptians to drinke : And yet this roke fell nor ſo ſore 
upon them Heither, as the miſcarriage of thar greac attion wee 
ſpeake of, would doe upon the Iſraell of God amongit us, T hac 
did but couch the Egyprians in the lives of one in every Family 
reſpectively : butthe ſtroke which is now lifred up, and likely to 
be given inthe land, whereever ir light, ſhould it fall upon che 
right hand, upon the people of God, it would wound them all,an4 
that very ſore, yea and that notin ſome, but in all their concern- 
ments and injoyments whatſoever, as well in thoſe which relate to 
this world preſent, as in thoſe, whoſe accommodations are more 

uacdy bor that world which is yet to come ( as hath beene 

ewed already) If ever that mountaine of prophanneile, which 
now you are exharted co putto your ſhoulders to remove, ſhall 
beeſtablſhed, doubtleſſe ic will magnific ic ſelfe againſt all that is 
<alled Holy in che Land ; ir will lie heavy and oppreſle, if noc 
overwhelme and bury under it, all that have the marke of the t1- 
ving God upon them. Therefore I beſeech you conſider whac 
you doe : If this great evill ſhall come upon the Church and peo- 
ple of God amongſt you, an you bee found dull and heavie, 
negligent and remille in the preventing of it,. and not improve 
your ſelves co the utmolt chat way, when as it hath beene ſo fully 
and feelingly, and frequently both repreſented and recommended 
unto you, ſhall you not bring the guilr of icall upon your heads? 
Shall you not bee looked upon both by God and men, as ac- 
ceſlaries (if nor principalls ) in all thoſe ſore afflitiorns and ca- 
lamities, which in this caſe ſhall fall upon them £ will not God re- 
quire their ſorrowes,and their teares,and their troubles, and their 
afflitions,and all che extremitie they ſhall endure at your hsnds © 
When [ ſhall ſay unto th: Wicked (faith the Lord to his Prophet Eze- 
kiel) Oh wicked man, thon fpalt dic th: death, if thou doſt not [þeake 
and admoniſh the wicked of his way, that Wicked man ſhall die {2 hs 
_ but hys blood Will I require at thine hand, Exck.3 3. If God 
will require the blood'of a wicked man at che hand of his Prophet 
in 
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in caſe he did not ſeeke to prevent it by aqmoniſhing him: will he 
not much more require the ſorrowes, ſighings, troubles, reares, 
extremities, blood of a whole nation of Saints, at the hand of thoſe 
by whoſe unfaithfulneſſe, coldneſſe, coverouſheſle, negligence in 
any kind, they ſhall come upon them, The Sonne of man (ſaith our- 
Saviour) gorrh his way,as it us Woritten of him : but Woe be to that man, 
by whom the Sonne of man 1s betrayed * 1t had beene good for that man, 
if he had never beene borne : Tn like manner the Ghurch and people 
of God amongſt us may yer ſuffer grieyous things, but woe bee 
to thoſe, whomſoever they bee, bee they fewer, be they more, bee 
they rich, be they poore, by whom their peace and ſafety ſhall bee 
berrayed, ac 

Fourthly (and laftly) All our owne coneernments and the con- 
cernments of all our deare brethren in the faith throughout the 
land, are bound up in the bufineſſe , which'hath' bin ſo frequently 
and affe&ionately recommended unto you ; ſo are the like con- 
cernments of others of our brethren alſo, partakers of like preci- 
ous faith with you, in other Jands and Kingdoms, bound up like- 
wiſe herein; though nor all (perhaps ).in the fame degree. There 
is a common report of a ſtrange ſympathje between Hippocrate” s 
rwins, that they alwayes cried together , and lughed together, 
And doubtleſſe there is ſome {uch ſimpathye betweene all the Re. 


the out- 
ward affaires and condition of every one hath, upon the condition 
of the other, ſo that the proſpericic and well eſtabliſhed peace of 
any one, hath an influence into, and contributes more' or leſle 
rowards the like eftabliſhment of the other : As on the con- 
crary,the ſhaking, trouble, ruine, or deſtruftion of any 'one wez- 
kens the tr , and impaires more or leſſe the ſecuritie of all 
rhe other, So that they mult needs S weepe together,and all laugh 


rogether, 
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regecher. Now then, thiz is chatwhich Iſlay and hold forth eo your 


a. 


menciened ; if ir falls on the rig 

ngth,end increaſe of chem ; it onthe left, ir will be che dinai= 
_ niſhing, ſhaking,and impairiog .of them, therefore conſider I be. 
ſeech you, the great weight and importance of the oppormaitie 
chat, is before you, if through your 2ecale; and forwardneſſe, and 
faithfulrieſſe ro advance ir, and the bleſſing of God aponir,. yauc 
preſent ſeryice ſhall proſper, your light will be like vis nn 


, which (as,our Saviour fanth )ſoinech the, Baſt even nuto.tine 1, 
thekeat and TR 9 wing 12g \ we +» ſhall picxce 
through many kingdomes great an as Frande, Geamany, 3 o- 
hel Hinpwria, Polonia, Denmarks,. SYveden, wuth many, others, 
and finde our all the children of God,and all that are frieadscothe- 
Kingdome of Heayen, and will beea. cheering and. refreſhing to. 
them : Eſpecially to your brerhren in. their. ſeveral. plantazions in 
farre countries.; and moſt of all ro.thoſe in theſe uniced and; neere 
kingdomes, Scotland and Ireland, it will be as: afcaſt of far things, 
and of wines well refined : and particularly to poore Yarn, 
ing Ireland, it will be as a reſurreftion from death.unto. life; Now 
then in-as-much as God hath ſer you this day, as the, Sunne-inthe 
firmdment.of Heaven,, from whence, hee hath arunitie'and. 
adyantage to ſend forth his beames; and to. furniſh. and, fill! the 
- world with by ett and influence. ronnd abour him, ſince; you 
' havethe commodiouſneſle. of ſuch a. ſtanding; that, you, may,doe 
$99g.eo MK is Las I meane "4 all. che Saints in-all cheirdi- 
rtions and quarters throughout {o. many kingdomes, and ſuch a 
Sis _ of the op as hath becne: mentioned, ſo: that 
you may cauſechem to riſe up. before. you, and. callyon bleſſed.; I 
beſeech you doe not betray this firſt-borne. opportunitie! of, Hee- 
ven : looke upon itas a. great, and ſplemne/invitation from:Gad, 
himſelfe unto you, to do greater.things for.the, world, aslealt. for: 
the Chriſtian world, then ever you. did unto this.dayz;. or chem ever- 
. you arelike to doe the ſecond time; yea then, any: particular- Chri- 
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ſtian State ever did, or is like to l 
hath | 


co laviſh his 
develt hi of all he 
Latchex, to furniſh and fer ove ſuch 


ſelfe 2 Shall nor the 
—_— ing as this _ 
heart a thouſand 

ver or of god, or of 
——— 1 
and nakedneſſe,and hunger and thirſt upon our ſelves, to purch 
and procure ic, will is not bee betrer then an eſtare, then cloathing, 
chen meares and drinkes unto us * will it noc rake outthe burning, 
and allay the bicterneſſe of all cheſe * Doubcleſſs the honour and 
S conſcience of the fa&t, will beare all the charges, and anſwer allche 
: expence of it to the fall. The opportunitie and occaſionis ſo rich 


that he being rich, became poore, that the world thorough his 
verty might be made rich. You have the parrerne in the mount be- 
fore you : See that according to your line and meaſure, you rpake 
all chings like to it, 
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